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FROM THE PETERSBURGH OLD DOMINION. 
DEW’S LECTURES ON THE RESTRICTIVE SYSTEM. 


We cannot too highly praise Professor Dew’s Lectures, 
as the ablest vindication of the advantages ot Free Trade, 
and as all unanswerable exposition of the ruinous policy 
of the present Tariff. The stile is unatiected, nervous and 
perspicuous: The facts interesting, undeniable and convine- 
ing: The ressoning logies!, luminous and irresistable.— 
Every inquirer of truth will find, that all the popular argu- 
ments in favor of the present tariff, are false doctrines, 
founded on imecorrect views of the science of poiitical econ- 
omy. We hazard nothing i asserting, that no unpreju- 
diced mind can read these Lectures, without being con- 
vineed of the futility of the artful sophistries which * ** *, 
Niles, Cary, et id omne genus, have industriously circula- 
ted. . 

Mr. D. proves incontestibly, that, under any circumstan- 
ces, the effect of restrictive measures would be little more 
than to take millions from the income of the agricultural, 
commercial, and shipping interests, to add thousands to the 
income of the mavuiacturers; and thus these prohibitory 
measures destroy ten tines as much wealth as they create; 
that the mercantile theory, though plausible, 1s entirely de- 
ceptive; that money alone does not constitute wealth, for 
specie does not constitute 1-500th part of the real wealth 
of society;—that when the imports exceed the exports, 
trade is alwavs valueble to a nation, although it has been 
represented as almost ruinously unfavorable to the United 
States:---that Franee sustained imme nse losses, when her ex- 
ports were 380,000,000 francs, and her unports, inclusive 
of specie, were bur 350,000,000; and that a general money 
balance will not, and cannot long be in favor of or against 
any nation;—that the same principle which makes univer- 
sal free trade advautageous, makes partial freedom of trade 
better thai. commerce still farther restricted; and that al- 
though Great Britain refuses our wheat, corn, and timber, 
we need not resirict her commerce in turn;—that we stil! 
enjoy a valuabk trade with that country in cotton and to- 
bacco;—that this trade is valuable to the whole Union— 
every section of the U. States partaking either directly or 
indirectly in the advantages flowing from it;—that if we 
push the American System farther, we shall hazard its loss, 
without the gain of an equivalent;---and therefore we should 
cease to tamper with the great interests of the nation, see- 
ing that there is so much more to be lost than gained by 
this tortuous policy. 

He has demonstrated with mathematical certainty, that 
the superioritv of Great Britain in the costs of production, 
wages, and pro‘its, is so great that even if the raw material 
costs the Uniied States nothing, that the former would be 
enabled to undersell the latter; and moreover, that she would 
manufacture cheaper than we, even if machinery should be 
invented which could produce commodities without any la- 
bor whatever;—that in the case of restrictive measures, 
one nation ean only injure another, by first injuring itself, 
and ina great majority of instances, to a much gseater ex- 
tent than itcan possibly injure the nation against whom 
these measures are directed;—that the history of our suc- 
cessive tariffs proves that more have embarked in manufac- 
tures, than the wants of the country demanded, and conse- 
quently, have drawn ruin on themselves;—that if we are 
dependent on Great Britain for our woollens and cottons, 
must she not be dependent upon us to an equal extent for 
our raw cotton, tobacco and specie, with which we pay for 
them? That what have been denominated hard times or a 
ceneral depression of business should furnish no argument 
for the introduction of the protecting policy;—that this mode 
of remedying the evil, only tendedto make hard times 
worse, and the depression of trade greater;—that the con- 
tinental system had produced discontent and stagnation 
every where, the situation of Spain and other European na- 
tions, amply testify to this fact;—that we might as well say 
that the national debt, the laws of primogeniture and en- 
tails, and the consequent most unequal distribution of pro- 
perty, have been the cause of the prosperity of Great Bri- 
tain, as to affirm that it proceeded from the restrictive svs- 
tem. Although she has been plentifully dosed with quack 
legislation, the iuternal vigor of this astonishing Empire, 
has urged her on in spite of every impediment which war 
and legislation could impose on her. He adverts to the 
fact, how liable men are to convert counteracting circum. 
stances into operating causes; and mentions the famous an- 
swer to Colbert by the merchants of France, when assem. 
bled to give their advice in referrence to expedients that 


might be used for the benctit of trade—*/aissez nous fuire” 


conic. 

Manufactures have also a much more injurious eflect on 
the morals, health, happiness, and politics of a community 
than agriculture. ‘The invention ot labor-saving machines, 
and even the change of fashion, often produce the most 
lamentable consequences in manutacturing neighborhoods. 
Au esprit de corps is often excited, which requires the ac- 
tive interference of the military to quell it. He refers to 
the English newspapers for many of the most harrowmg 
scenes incident to this state of society:—also that they 
tend to overgrown fortunes, and thereby divide the com- 
munity into the rich and the poor,a distinction always 
unfavorable to liberty;—that mereased duties always pro- 
mote smuggling, so that we may confidently expeci that 
our revenue will continue to diminish, and then there will 
he a nm cessity for a recurrence to increased taxation; and 
this will be sure to throw our happy republic into a politiea! 
commotion—that if we cormpare our trade now wiih what 
it has been, and our population now with thet of former 


tive svstem in diminishing revenue;—that these plead elo- 
quently for « moditication, if net a repeal of the present 
-ystem, ere it be too late. Uf the nationa: councils shall de- 
mur too long, and give me for labor and capital to adjust 
themselves according to this vicious state of legislation, 
the hour of reform will pass, or if it comes, it will come too 
late, and a reformation will draw along in its train many 
attendant evils. He hopes, then, sincerely hopes, that we 
may yet retract before 1t 1s too late. 

That the English ministry are at last convinced of the 

errors and folly of their predecessors; but how slow and 
dificult is the work of*teformation’ What obstacles op- 
pose their salutary changes! Evil systems in politics pos- 
sess within themselves a conservative principle, which 
accounts for the perseverence of European nations in ab- 
surd systems, which have been introduced by statesmen of 
former times. ‘That manufacturers under almost every 
government, have managed, by greater concert and harmo- 
ny iu their movements, to shift the burthen of taxation 
from their own shoulders upon the other classes of the com- 
munity. Hence, too, the remark of Lord Chatham, who 
compared the manufacturer to the hog, and the agricultur- 
ist to the sheep. The former opposes you with all his 
might; squeals and bites while you shear it, and after all 
you get nothing but hair and bristles:—the latter 1s meek 
and submissive; resigns itself to the shearer, and yields a 
rich and valuable fleece. ‘The tariff was increased in 1816, 
with the understanding that it was to be reduced in three 
years. What was the consequence! The three years 
rolled round; the manufacturing interest grew apace; this 
condition of the tariff was repealed; heavier and more effi- 
cient duties were called for and finally granted in 1824 
and 1828; and thus from time to time, we hugged closer 
to our bosoms the insinuating and dangerous viper, which 
could not be thrown from us, and which inflicted its bitter- 
est sting upon its benefactor. It would have been better 
far, in 1816, to give the manufacturers, actually engaged 
in the business, a bounty declining in amount every year, 
until it should finally cease, than have atforded the protec- 
tion which was given, and thus entailed such a lasting and 
heavy burthen on the nation. 
We must close this general and desultory analysis of 
this treatise confessing that we have not extended justice 
to the author, but hoping our remarks may call the dtten- 
tion of the public to its merits. It treats the subject in a 
masterly manner, and is worthy of anv age or country.— 
To say that its merits are equal to Smith, or Tracy, would 
be contrary to our honest convictions; for we cordially 
agree with Dr. Cooper in the opimon, that it is the ablest 
book that has ever been published on the subject. So far 
from its being dry and tedious in its details, as most trea- 
tises on political economy, it excites the most lively inter- 
est throughout. No person will fail to derive pleasure and 
instruction from its perusal. It comprises about two hun- 
dred pages, and costs only one dollar. Professor Dew has 
not touched the constitutional question, but we trust that 
it may occupy his mind, and that the country may have an 
opportunity to examine his views on this vital point. We 
feel proud that he is a Virginian, and one of the Professors 
of the venerable William and Mary College in this State. 





His Excellency, Charles Hoppe, Prussian Embassador 
from the King of Prussia to the Republic of Mexico, and 
Secretary, came passengers on board the packet ship Cale- 





—“‘let us alone”—an answer as just and wise, as it is la- | 


periods. we cannot but be strnek with the etlect of the restric. | 


FOR THE PHE CONSTIPO TION. 
THE [IRON MANUFACTURERS. 


As the time is again approaching, whea the Rulers of 
the Nation will congregate to hear and redress the griev- 
ances of the oppressed, I believe it is time to call the at- 
tention of our fellow sullerers to the subject of the Iron duty. 

First. The quantity of lron manufactured in the United 
States, is estimated at 30,000 tons. “The quantity import- 
ped, is known to be 66,006, or as twotoone. The quanti- 
jtv that goes Westward, is said to be two thirds out of the 
30,000 inade in the United Si 20,000 tons find 
a market Westward, where the unperted article never en. 
ters into competition with it. For the above, see debates 
in Congress, in IS28, ou the Rail-Road Fre: Acmission 
[re I} Bill, Lil the Spee: hes of M. s2fs. Draytor and Burges.* 
Now I say, as a Mechauist, that out of the 10,006 tons con- 
psumed east of the mountains, at least one half is wanted 
for what we call drawn to order: that is, in such shapes ag 
}are immediately wanted by us; so that the utmost that can 
‘now be manufactured on account of the protecting duty, 

(diaboheal I eall it) is 5,000 tens, or one ton in every eigh- 
teen that is consumed; and this fraction is what is going to 
be our salvatronein case of war: for this is what some influ- 
‘ential men made their principal argument, to increase the 
auly. 
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| Secondly. I shall suppose the 5,000 tons of Iron so pro- 
|duced by virtue of the money extracted from the pockets of 
'the consumer, (and unjustly either put into the pockets of 
some ten or fifteen Tren makers, or into the Treasury) to 
be of an assorted quality, and worth #100 per ton. The 
annual produce will be $500,000, giving employment to 
2800 men, including 100 blacksmiths, who would be em- 
ployed if the volcanoes of our forgemen were to take an 
eternal rest. 

Thirdly. Let us now consider how much it costs the 
Nation to keep up the making of the foregoing 5,000 tons 
of Iron, and estimate the number of we hardy sons of Vud- 
can, that are kept out of employment by the operation of 
the unconstitutions], unequal and snyast law that.says, A 
must pay B a certain sum of money, for no value received. 
The duty on hammered Iron, is $22.40 per ton; on hoops, 
rods and sheet Iron, the duty is 54 cents per Ib. and on all 
Iron above 4-8 of an inch, manufactured by rolling, it is 
$37 per ton. Assuming the duty to be $37 per ton on all 
Iron imported, which will net be above the truth, we will 
find the whole amount of duty paid on Iron, to be $2,220,. 
000. Supposing the value of Iron to be $40 per ton in a 
foreign port, a duty of 124 per cent, would be $200,000; 
(but I say 124 per cent of duty on a raw material is unjust, 
and much too high, as it is half the duty now paid on hard- 
ware, take it generally.) At this rate, the Nation pays an- 
nually $1,920,000, to encourage the making of 5,000 tons, 
which is nearly $400 per ton for the quantity made by and 
in virtue of the law made for the benefit of ten or fifteen 
men; for I will show hereafter, that the workmen employed 
by those men, are screwed down to a mean living. To 
pay at this rate, is indeed paying too much for the whistle. 
Now I come to the second part of my remark; how many 
Smiths does the 2700 men employed in making the 5,000 
tons of Iron keep out of work? I believe it would be only 
fair to state the number, as one Iron man keeping ten of 
us out of employment, but I shall say five, heaving out the 
100 Smiths, that are now employed by the forges, as they 
belong to us. The sum will then stand thus. The good 
people of the United States, pay $1,920,000, to keep 13- 
500 blacksmiths out of work, and to keep 2700 employed 
at a losing business, as the Lron men say. [f any man ac- 
quainted with business, doubts my statement, let him sup- 
pose Iron subject to a duty of 125 per cent in the place of 
the present one of 120, and let him know that common En- 
glish Iron, of which most. kinds of hardware is made, can be 


*Mr. Drayton advocated the bill at considerable length, and rr- 
plied to the arguments of Mr Sergeant. The iron-masters bad 
themselves admitted their incapacity to supply the iron required, 
and the continwal importation from abroad was evidence of the faét. 
Of the 90,000 tons annuatly consumed, only 30,000 were furnished 
by our own factories. The construction of this rail-road would be 
a great benefit to the iron-masters of Pennsylvania, and the remis- 
sion of the duty wouid injure nobody. 

Mr. Burges defended the bill, contending that no duty /aid on the 
importation could materialy benefit the iron-masters in fhe interior, 
Of that which was made in Pennsylvania, only one third went ‘8 
Philadelphia, and two thirds of it to the West, whick was a pr-of 
that foreign iron did not control the price. He degied that eit am 
Pennsylvania or Maryland would suffer any injury. while all ge 
were concervesd in rail-roads, received an knnmed:a‘ec benefit. 

On motion of Mr. Gorham, the committee then rose, Mid reyoried 
the bills, and they were severaily ordered to Fe engrossed for 





donia from Liverpool, at New-York. 
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bought in British ports at $30 per ton, and with the duty I 
have supposed, it would be brought here from $35 to 40 
per ton; and then let him draw a coaciusion whether | am 
Tne ditterence would be, that all articles 





right or wrong. 
of hardware, of what we call common work, would be man- 
vfactured in this country, in the place of being manufac- 
tured in Bazland, and imported in a manufactured state, 
paying a duty of 25 per cent ad-valorem, whilst the Iron 
out of which it is made, pays 120 per cent, aad the lron 
would be imported in the bar, rot and sheet, in the place 
of a manufactured state, aad the Nation would at 
in the manufacturing of hardware, and give at 


least 
parti “pal 
unvloymeat to five, where 
Wve Sl, 20 000, which ts annually paid to ity 10 build uj 


eee 


it only employs one, and 


east 
Si 
a losiae busiuess as the [ron-masters say theirs 1s. 
Fourthly. The quantity oil bron consuined hil the U nite: 
States. exclusive of hardware Unported, ts ¥O,000 tons, sold 
to the Smitis. at something more than $105 per ton, but 
for the sake of round numbers, we will say S100 per ton. 
These 90,09) tons, which cost $9,000,000, when it has pass- 
ed uador ow lands, it has double its value, and is now 
worth $18,000,000. Here tien, is an article doubling its 
value un ler our hands, adding to it annually $9,000,000, and 
eava ole of doubling that amount, and here we have 
But we 
wish to get rol of aduty of 120 per cent, on an average, 
being 95 per cent against us, as hardware is only subject 
per cent ad-valorem. Now why 
manufactures only to the amount of S000,000, should be 


—— 


we ar 
neither duty or protection, neither do we want It. 


to Yo an witerest that 
sustuned at ane xpense ot $1,320,000, whilst one that dou- 
bles the value of all the lroa made at home, said to be 
worth $3.090,000, and makes it worth $6,000,000, and 
takes all the imported article worth $5,000,000, and makes 
it worth $12,000,000, is shackled witha duty at 95 per 
cen! itis ludicult to unagine. Can we not come 
to the [ron makers, and tell them, you dogs, come out of 
our mene, for we will refrain eating no longer on your 
account. You will vot or cannot eat, let us do it, we that 
are willing and hungry, (for it iscertain that the Iron mak- 
ers are to us anid to the 


aralaist 


nor let those eat who would willingly do it, if they were 
left ilone.) . 

Fifthly. As I have said before, the argument of our op- 
ponents, is, that [ron is a necessary article in time of war. 
| grantit; but | vo turt!er. 
peace. Nay, without ii, civilization cannot exist. 
lady needs it for her oraamental and necessary 


The 
york, in 
the shape of needles, a pair of scissors, and a flat-iron, &c. 
&c.; and the gentleman itin the shape of a pen- 
kuife, to make his pen, to write his speech, or his letter to 
his family, and @ is wanted 1u millions of other shapes, too 
tedious here to mention. Ad is this article, more precious 
than gold or silver, to be discouraged in its use or consump- 
tion, because some ten or fifteen men cannot manufacture 
it at double or treble the price that it ean be had for else- 
where, and this pre’ ably, because they want skill or capi- 
tal, and follow the mode of manufacturing, that the Chinese 
do, that have never altered since Adam was a little boy! 
But, if Tren is wanted in time of war, men to re-manufac- 
ture it are wanted also. Now if 13,500 Siniths are kept 
out of employment, or do not learn that business on account 
of the duty being 120 per cent on Tron in the bar, sheet, 
rod, hoop, We., and only 25 per cent on hardware; and if 
Tron can be lnported in the =} ipe of hardware, cheaper 
than in its raw state, it is evident that their argumeut falls 
to the ground, and we can w’th justice tell them, that they 
linpede the very thing they pr: wend to advance. For, b, 
keeping 13,500 Smiths out of business, they in that case, 
would materially impede the manufacturing of fire arms. 
Suppose it would take six of us one day to manufacture 
one gun lock, one gun barrel, bayonet and a rain-rod, we 
would then supply the country with 2,000 stand of arms 
daily, leaving 1500 of our number to go and draw Iron, 
with a sufficient number of coal burners, ore miners, car- 
ters. &c. We would be able to draw at least 15,000 tons 
of [ron in a year, while our opponents only draw 5.000, 
agreeably to their own testimony before Congress, in 1828, 
for, let it be understoond, that an intellivent Smith can 
take ore and make it into Tron, and then into steel, and 
then make either a gun, or a plough-share, wlulst the com- 
mon Iroa drawer, can only draw tron, or be a toolbearer 
to one of us, or a common laborer. So their own 
ground, they weaken the country in case of war, instead 
of putting it ina state of defence. On that score, they 
and all their associates, mean those that cannot exist 
without putting their hands into the pockets a le ied 
sumer, by means of their pick-pocket instrument. called 
the Tariff law, weakens it, much more than the want of 
gun-powder, cannon, ships ot war, blanke ts, Ac. Ac. can 
possibly do. Should they ask whi? I answer, on the oor 
score of true patriotism, (agreeably to mv definition of th 
much abused word.) I mean that true patriotism that at- 
taches us to our homes, to our party, as a Nation; bi 
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‘Case 
we live under a happy government, that deals out 


ati 


even-handed justice to all the family aad mdividcuals that | other articles in the same proportion. 


compose the Nation. This kind of government, and thi- 


kind only. is worth supporting; and itt fr ‘Tt, Is the oul 
yne that ts supported by patriot sim—tior . Sov ernem CF '- 
tes an aristocracy of both power and wea'th, as is the case 


w by the present Tariff, that makes it le 


Lextract double the sum out of the 
ti he would ciherwise have to d 
OW f his substances 


uy il for one hiah 
consumers poelket, 
oO, If the party so cheate 

his eomfort, nay, his verv necessaries, 


tO ke to a few lion-masters, cotton and woollen manutfuc- 


country at large, what is said of 
the dog being inthe manger, who will neither eat himself 


It is also nec Ssaly in tine ol 


Banner of the Constitution. 





inquire into the justice of the thing, and when he finds 
that he is actually oppressed and plundered to put money 
into the pockets of a few, Its patriotism will be aroused, 
and he will naturally raise his voice against his oppressors, 
against the monopolist, and those that have been fhe in- 
struments of establishing it, and look upon them as the 
enemies of his beloved country, as a Nation; and if his re- 
monstrances will not efiect a change, he of course will 
turn his patriotism avalist the oppressors of tus Coun, 








his house, lis happiness, and all that is near and dear to 
him, and in case of the monopolist entangling the country 
into a War, they will tind that the peopie at large have 
come to their senst S. anid will not SUl>port them, because 
they are their oppressors, and also of the country, and what 
ever changes may happea, it cannot be tor the worse, and 
will naturally be the means of meking the bulk of the Na- 
tion, idle spectators of the strite. Then the monepolist 
will find, that powder, cannon, fire-arms, &c. can never be 
a substitute for that love of country, love of liberty, the 
To 
such, and such governmeuts ouly, does patriotism belong, 
agreeable to my view of that virtue. We must pay taxes 
only tor value received. It we wish to keep patriotism 
alive, then it will be tound that a lamb ay as well think 
of attacking a lion 1 


natural offspring of all good and just government. 


a Nation to attack us, 
whilst We remaim thus united. So wuch for patriotisin!!! 


Uis den, as 


liho’ this scems a digression from may subject, our Oppo- 
» use of the word patriousm; I think it is 
well they should know that patriousm and monopolies are 
irreconcilable. 

Sirth/y. Let us consider the 
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nents have mua 
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Iron Masters treatment of 
their workmen, in their examination betore the Committee 
of the Hlouse of Re They all agree in one 
thing, viz: that the Lron business is a losing one, and that 
the loss is only made up by the fact, that the proprietor is 
amerchant, or a fariner, and he tinds a market 


resentatives. 


for either 
See Minutes 
of Evidence, betore the Commiuttee, as above stated, at the 
bottom of page 27. 


his store goods, or the produce of his tari. 


‘Che only protit which the manulac- 
turer receives on what he now manufactures and brings to 
baltimore or Philadelpiia, arises from his exchanging his 
[ron for goods, and retailing them to his workmen and oth- 


rs. dbid, page 30. And again, his from 


prouts arises 
i advance, wluch he supposes to be equal to the expense 
of his family. (Same page last answer.) Query: “If-the 
business of manufacturing Bar [ron is as bad as you repre- 
sent it, and if others in your neighborhood have failed in it, 
how have you been able to sustain yourself, and why have 
you coutimued the business’ Answer: “I have been able 
jo susivinmyself, because L carry on a farm, and the man- 
ufaet ‘ine establishiin nts turnish a good market for my 
farriniiy | also have a store, and pay fur a share 
of the labor of myworkinen, out of the store, and get a 
profit on my goods, &c.” dbid, page 34 and 35. (I think 
ihe query Was a very pertinent one, and the answer must 
satisfy ev ory intelhg@ent man, that the business of this de- 


roduce, 





; 








nonent, Was a profitabie one; for if he had not made [ron, 
he would neither had so good a market for his farming pro- 
duce, nor sale tor his store goods, so that all his profits 
arose trom the very cause of his making Iron, elthough he 
gave the statement indirectly.) Now, that I have quoted 
their deposiuons, T will advert to the mystery of the article 
of Bar Tron, being both a losing business and at the same 
time a profitable one, viz: if the statement of the depo- 
nents | have quoted, is true, as to the cost of producing, 
and that every ton of lron they produce, rather sinks mo- 
ney than mekes it, it is because, in their calculation of all 
the labor, they have represented the cost at double what 
they ought to have done, their workmen could have 
bought their provisions and wearing apparel, with money, 
at half the price which they had to give for the same com- 
modities to their employers. But, in order to shift this fair 
mode of calculation into the sual equivocal one of the 
manufacturer, they state, that the making of Iron is a los- 
ig business, but the loss 1s made up by creating a market 
for store goods and farming produce. I have seen many 
[ron establishments, and I have found them to act all on the 
same principle, viz: at or about the commencement of the 
vear, they engage their workmen, and they are to give 
them a specified sum tor their work, either so much per 
day, or so much for a certain quantity of work, as the na- 
ture of the cise may be, and the men are to take their pro- 
visions at the store of the owner or owners of the establish- 
ment.” [have been many times asked by the workmen, 
the price of leading articles of consumption, such as flour, 
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cottee, sugar, &c. and tound that the price charged io them 
was nearly double, and sometimes more than double, what 


it is sold fer here in the city. I recollect some years ago 
being at an tron establishment, 50 miles from Philadel- 
phia, from which there is a Water communication, and was 
asked, what a barrel of flour cost in the city, to which I 
replied, $4.50; the man tuld me he was charged for his, 
S10 per barre!, whilst he could gota barrel brought to him 


‘from New York or Philavelphia, for 20 cents freight, and 


Since that, [ have 
for several vears pa-t, at tunes, enquired from the men 
what their commodities were charged to them at, and the 
answer has untlormly been the same at the ditlerent works 
where Lhave been acevstomed to go. For the truth of 
the above, I App al to the siore books of the lron men, or 
to the pass hooks ot the workmen. Now [ co itend, that 
for a fair statement of the cost of manufacturing a ton of 
leon, the men’s wages ought to have been calculated at what 
they cost i money, or in What the same quantity of labor 
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the Iron, taken toeither New York, Philadelphia, or Bal- 
timore, is sold either for cash, on delivery, or a note at from 
60 days to 4 months credit, which note can be converted 
into money, at the time of delivery of the Iron, by deduet- 
ing legal interest. I have been many times surprised, that 
men would submit to such impositions, but have been told, 
that they have been brought up in that way from father to 
son, and they have become reconciled thereto by time.— 
They in suwamer are seldom encumbered with any article 
of wearing apparel, excepting a tov-linen shirt and a pair 
of trowsers, and their cluldren are cloihed in the same 
manner. ‘Their expense, on that consideration, is reduced, 
and their fire wood, in most places, I believe, they get 
without charge; so that with few exceptions, they are as 
poor at the end of the year, as they were at the beginning; 
and as to their rising above their | 
troubles them but very little. 


present condition, is what 
The above will show how 
much the country ts obliged to those men for the employ- 
inent they give to the poor. 

Seventh/y. Although it is not my business to inquire 
whether the Iron business is profitable or not to individu. 
als, but to consider whether or not it is profitable to the 





country, ina national point of view, clogged as it is, under 
the present law; nevertheless, cannot omit giving some 
of the statements of the Iron men and others, to the Com- 
miitee of Congress. Joseph Jackson estimates the cost of 
making a tou of tron in the retail way, viz: to go to a place 
where there is ore and wood jor coal, and buy the same im 
retail, at 870,25, delivered in New York, but if the land is 
owned by the manufacturer, his estimate is $64.25. The 
article, he says, is worth in New York, from 70 to $80 per 
ton; (and the same Joseph Jackson came to this city, last 
spring, and offered tron at S100 per ton. The ireight 
trom Now York here, is about bal per ton. l know ot some 





siles of merchandise and provisions, made to his hands, at | 


brought round for 874 cents per ton, last September; not 
vot his, but of foreign manufacture.) In his first estimates, 
lhe goes on the grounds, that is eustomary, in the agricul. 
ture of [relaid, for the landlord to lease his land to what is 
ealled there a- middle man, and this last cuts up the farm in 
small lots, and lets out again ‘o poor peopie, for potate 
patches, and contrives to live himself on wht he grinds off 
the under tenent, with this ditlerence, that the land of the 
[ron men is of no value, if we judge trom the same Mr. 
Jackson's tesumony, except for the making of Iron, (see 
page 34 of the Minutes before the Committee of Congress,) 
whilst the land in the hands of the middle man, or, as 
some call him, the curse of Irelend, is as valuable as inthat 
of the under tenant, for the purpose of agriculture. For 
in answer to the query, what is the capacity of the country 
to produce Tron, &e., his answer was, the quantity of wood 
for coal is now abundant, and a large share of the country 
s so broken and rocky, that much of the land, when the 
wood is taken off, will be left to grow another crop of tim- 
ber. 





This last estimate is nearer to a lair one, vet rot a 
lair one, as [I shall prese ntly show. He estimates the cost 
at $64.25 per ton; then he goes on to say, should ailow- 
‘ance be made for wood and ore, it would cost $78.75. Now 
jas he has stated that the country is only fit for the growth 
‘of wood and ore, it is evident it is of no value of itself, was 
it not for the Lron business, as there can be no mark®t for 
itelsewhere; but agreeable to all his estimates, his busi- 


ness is a very profitable one, for, as he says, the labor being 
paid in store goods and farm produce, at, as 1 have before 
stated, from 50 to 150 per cent. higher than it would be for 
money, it will follow, that his highest estimate of €70,25, 
have actually cost hin but 40 to $50 per ton. This is 
agreeable to his testimony; the difference arises from my 
considering the [ron business, the creator of the market, 
both for the store and the farm, which he says is a good one, 
and that $40, or taking the medium, $45, would command 
as much labor uf the goods were charged at cost, or the 
men paid in money. Some of the greatest fortunes ac- 
quired by manufacture, have been acquired in this State, 
by the Tron business, before the Tariff of 1816, and this by 
having the furnace, the ore, and the forge, conveniently 
situated, with respect to each other, and where such con- 
venience is not at command, it ought not to be attempted 
to make Iron. In the testimony of another Honorable 
Gentleman, I find the following answer to the quéry, have 
you satisfied yourself whether a further protection is neces- 
sury of hammered bar Iron? Answer: “I think a small 
protection, such as would not interfere with the agricultur- 
ist or farmer, is necessary.” Query: “What do you think 
that protection should be!” Answer: “If there were an 
addition of 85 per ton, it would enable the manufacturer to 
meet the fluctuations in the prices, without, I think, press- 
ing too heavily on the agriculturist.” See page 30. Que. 
ry: “Can vou undertake to say to what extent the foreign 
article interferes with that of the home manufacturer at 
Pittsburg!” Answer: “I cannot. I have no knowledge 
whether any of the foreign article is brought to the Pitts- 
burg market.” Indeed! Mr. Mitchell how came you to 
advise an additional duty of 5 per ton, since you are so 
iwnorant of the matter, as relates to the western market, and 
ou admit a profit, indirectly, on what is brought to the 
‘iladelphia and Baltimore markets! See page 30 and 31. 
| This latter gentleman was a member of Congress, and, I 
ibelieve, answered to the best of his knowledge, which, | 
must confess, | consider very limited; first, for recommend- 
ing a duty on an article which he himself confesses he did 
not know whether the article ever went to the market in 
question or not: Why not inform himself before he recom- 
mended the measure! dly, in his limited views of the 
partics interested in the change, which he appears to con- 
isider to be only the farmers. It is no wonder that states- 








ture will naturally reflect on what grounds this is done, could be had, if paia at tie end of each week in money; as/men with such limited information should produce such 
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laws as our present Tariff. I have alluded to the testimo- 
ny of ali the witnesses that were examined on the Iron 
business, considering them to be before the public as wii- 


nesses in a national point of view, and in some respects | 


public property, and to be animadverted upon without 
breach of decorum. 

Fighthly. I here come to consider the question In a na- 
tional point of view: And, first, I have already proved that 
the quantity of Iron, made iw virtue of the duty, 1s so insig- 
nificant, that, takiog the matter as our opponents regard it, 
viz: as a necessary article in case of war, being only on 
part in eighteen, I shall now consider the question on the 
broad scale of commercial and general interests. First, 
the duty paid on foreign Lron, estimating it at $37 per tou, 
being $14,60 more than hammered bar Iron, and $41,40 
less than sheet, boiler and hoop Iron, of rods of all descrip- 
tion under 9-16 of an inch in diameter, evthcr round or 
aquare, as I have no document to ascertain the quality Oi 
each, I take that of bar iron, manufactured by rolliug, 
which will be rather under than above the truih. Now 
then the whole amount of duty paid, is on 60,000) tons, 
$2,222,000, for which we could buy 74,000 tous common 
English lron—the price having been as low as £6 10s—anu 
the same sum would buy 37,000 tons of English retine 
Iron, or Russia and Swedish lron—the average price be- 
ing from 13 to £14 per ton,—would give at least employ- 
ment to 37 ships of 500 tons, two voyages per year. Now 
take into consideration the building of 37 ships, worih 
$20,000 each, the manning of them, provisioning, then the 
draying and warehousing of the same, with all the mectan- 
ists employed only on account of the transportation Gf tir 
article: Again; add to that, the number of people emplo.- 
ed in raising cotton, tobacco, rice, naval stores, and ber, 
for to pay for that part that we would get from Englanc, 
and add to these, the people employed in the Middle and 
Western States to raise flour, provisions, and lumber, to go 
to the West Indies to pay for sugar and cotfee, &c., to take 
to Sweden and Russia to pay for the part we ge! from them; 
add to these, again, the number of we sons ol Vulean, that 
would be put to work, and again, those that we would em- 
ploy in feeding us in provisions, &c. &c. &c. Here you 
will see what immense wealth you will add to the nation; 
then levy a small Guty on Iron, such and no more than 1s 
requisite for the support of government. Here then is a 
miniature of free trade, in the article of lron «lone. 

AN OPERATIVE MANUFACTURER, 
but not of Cotton or Wool. 
[TO BE CONTINUED. | 





CORRESPON DENCE, 
Extracts from letters received by a member of Congress, 
from his friend in New-England. 
Decemper 1, 1829. 

“We are now anxiously looking for the Message, which 
will probably reach us in the course of the present week. 
There will be some little sensation among the people in 
their various speculations upon the subject of the tanif, 
whether the President will be for excluding altogether, 
the manufactured products of Europe, by imposing such 
heavy duties as will in effeet amount to a prohibition, or, 
whether he will recommend a new modification of the pres- 
ent act in such a manner, as that no particular section of 
the Union will be made to suffer tor the benefit of the other 
parts; or, in other words, whether the whole people shal! 
be made the scape goats to bear away the sins of a few 
greedy capitalists. We rejoice that we have acity of ret- 
uge; that the people will open to us the doors of the Sanc- 
tuary, and save us from utter ruin. The farmer and the 
wool grower, are names by which this bill of abominations 
has been made to pass thus far, names borrowed for the os- 
tensible purpose of promoting their respective interests, 
but used in truth, for their utter destruction. Ask the far- 
mer what benefit he has derived from its effects, and he 
will answer, none, but that he has suffered much, every 
way. Ask the wool-grower, and, if he does not view the 
question as an insult upon his understanding, and has pa- 
tience to reply, he will tell you, that from the moment 
when they consented to the measure, they date the entire 
ruin of themselves and their flocks. 

Legislating upon wind and weather, may appear weil on 
paper, but when the storm descends and the winds blow, 
the whole super-structure inust fall, producing disaster and 
death upon Sampson as well as others. 

Shooting game upon the wing, is no easy matter, and 
always attended with uncertainty. But to cut the matter 
short, this subject of the balance of trade, is very little un- 
derstood by the best. Experience of the fact is worth 
something, but before us, all is doubt and darkness. The 
received opinion is, that unless we expert more than we 
import, we are growing poor, but the truth is, that unless 
we import more than we export, we shall all be bankrupts 
indeed. It does not follow that we must contract debts in 
Europe to do this. The excess of imports in old times, 
was made up of the bills of the lumber merchant, the ship 
builder, the carpenter, the rgger, and last by the sailor, all 
of which, though of incomparable value, are never entered 
at the Custom-House among the cargo, and other outfits of 
the ship. There is, indeed, no one thing in relation to the 
subject more talked of and more perverted, than the re- 
sults which the Custom-House presents.” 


DecemsBer 11. 
“There has been in Boston, within the last week, some 
very heavy and unexpected failures. This, like the thous- 
and others of a similar nature, may be traced directly to! 


Banner of the Constitution. 





a — 


| : is . a aya 
that mania, which was produced and kept alive in our coun- 


try, by that mistaken policy, which led ultimately to that 
bill of abominations, and which has caused more musery 
and wider spread, than all the revolutions of trade during 





GOVERNORS OF THESTATES. 
The following is a list of the acting Governors of the 
several States. 


the last half century. It is not in its baleful effects con- Maine, . ° ‘ Nathan Cutler. 
fined to the manulacturer or the merchant, or, the retired New Hampshire, - ° Benjamin Pierce. 
capitalist, but with them it includes those whose waryness Vermont, : . Samuel C. Craits. 
had induced them to retire with smadl estates, least perad- Massachus« tts, . - Levi Lincoln 
| an ats oo eo rty ~ ae - or are Phe Rhode island, . P James Fenner. 
| widow and the orphan, all have been led astray by the mu- Connecticut, . Gideon Tomlinson. 
j sc ota spinning jenny. In —. eountry villages, 7 no New York, a 2. Enos TT. Throop. 
longer hear the sound of the shutt!>, or the spinning wheel. New Jersey ; ql Peter D. Vr , 
"Their use has been prohibite a, and the tarmer’s wife and nts Ia 1, wn ( : room, }- 

al cates alan ton : = aied syis , . : xzeorge Wolf, 
daughters are ariven ifoui produr tive ¢ Inployments, which Deleerare . i J David H 

aiore tume ailorded them health, hauppliess and competency. Mar , ‘ . ‘ azard, 

Yet we are told, that they can buy cheaper than before; ood aryland, - > F Daniel Martin. 

but how shall they pey tor such things as habit has render- Virginia, . r / Wiliam B. Gites, 
ed necessary! go into a tactory. Wath oll the complaints North C arolina, F . John Owen. 

of the South upon this subject, few in Now England have South ¢ arolina, = - : Stephen D. Miller. 
ate} sympathy for theim, or sense enough to see, that their Georgia, - - - George R. Gil mer. 
own situation, by the same causes, ts quite as bad, if not Alabama, - - - Gabriel Moore. 
worse. The middling classes in New England, who suffer Mississippi, . . ° Gerard C. Brandon. 
as much or more than any other, are as one hundred to one Louisiana, : . ~ Hi. Beauvais. 

of the South. But the time must come, when this System Tennessee. - . the . 

will be exploded, and ifs abetiors driver, trom Society.— Mh egy 7 e - hed i 
The sale of a lottery ticket 1s prohibited, because, forsooth, Oino - : Al : T . 

the unwary may now and then lose a five collar note, but a | ™: 7 ; ‘en fruable. 

, y may ndiana, - . - Jaines B. Ray. 
ioitery, with all bli ‘mks, is protected by the governme nt, Illinois 7 . p Nin an E iu d 
and he who buys. share, loses all that he hath. There was rae wy ri sags MI; ew REE 

4 time, when the motto “Free Trade and Sailors’ Rights,” See, : : ‘ John Miller. 


was in the mouth of every man inthe Umon. Now it is 
“No Trade and Manutacturers’ Rights;” 

le change indeed. 
and if these times coutinue, the 


same event will happen 


will rest from thetr labors. If you return a tariff man, | 
L_onvgress. 


tween the tariff and anti-tariff candidates, and as I value the 


in opposing the former at all points. 


but, as yet, they see as through a glass darkly, and not eye 
to eye.” 


PUBLIC DOCUMENTS. 


on the 3lst of December, 1828. 
Year S28. 


Duties on merchandize 29,946,699 


Gross Revenue 
Expenses of collection 
Neu Revenue 





December, 1828. 


TONS 


. very considera- 
One event happeneth unto ali men, 


unto all large manulacturing establishments, and they too 


should think it doubtful whether vou would be returned to 
The next election will, most assuredly, he be- 


peace and happiness of the country, | should feel justified 
You may think me a 
little earnest im this matter, but | view it as one of the most 
important subjects that has ever come before the people; 


A statement exhibiting the duties which accrued on Mer- 
chandize, Tonnage, Passports, and Clearances; of de- 
be ntures issued on the exportation of Foreign Merchan- 
dizse; drawback on Domestic Distilled Spirits, and Do- 
mestic Refined Sugar, exported; bounty on salted Fish, 
exported; allowances to vessels employed in the Fisher- 
ies, and of expenses of collection, during the year ending 


92 


25,838,965 17 
869,153 01 
24,969,812 16 


A statement exhibiting the amount of American and For- 
eign Tonnage employed in the Foreign Trade of the 
United States, during the year ending on the 31st day of 





Stoxe Curtine spy Macuinery.—Mr. M.:ve, archi> 
tect, in this city, has been recently making triais of a 
curious machine contrived by him for hewing stones 
by the power of a steam power, and, from the speci- 
mens We have Seen, W ith every prospect of Success.— 
It consists of a great number of chisels or cutters ar- 
ranged in a spiral form round the circumference of a 
large and very strong cast iron cylinder, or drum.— 
This being whiried with great rapidity by the engine, 
and the cutters along with it, the stone js at the same 
time brought into contact with these, and drawn with 
.|a slow motion under them. By this means the cutters, 
urged by the irresistible power of the engine, which is 
one of six or seven horses, diterally shave a thin and 
regular slice off the stone, every time it is drawn under 
the cylinder. The process is simple, ingenious, and 
beautiful, and evideutly only requires, in the machine, 
a due adaptation of the dimensions and strength of the 
different parts, and a just proportion between the mo- 
tions of the cutters and the stone, to efiect its purpose 
with perfect success. Hitherto Mr. Milne has only tri- 
ed it on some of the softer freestones in this neighbor- 
hood; and it is ‘really astonishing, considering that it is 
but the first attempt, with what regularity and smooth- 


do on Tonnage and Light Money 139,647 1s8| bess the surface of the stone is moulded, so that one 

do on Passports and Clearances 19,920 00 considerably larger than the lintel of @ door may, in a 
Debentures issued 4,001,665 01 | few minutes, be reduced from a shapeless mass into the 
Drawback on domestic distilled spirits and most regular cube or oblong. 

domestic refined sugar 16,758 02 In the first trials, it is curious to remark, the cylin- 
Bounties and allowances 245,878 90 


der had too rapid a motion, and such was the effect of 
the violent action on the stone, that a continued stream 
of fire issned from the cutters and the stone, and such a 
thick cloud of dust ascended at the same time into the 
sky as astonished the whole neghborhood. The rapid- 
ity of the motion having been afterwards lessened, the 
Operation now goes On more smoothly and with regular 
effect; so that we have no doubt, by a little experience 
.| in the construction and management of this new and sin- 








Treasury Department, 
Register's Office, Dec. 9, 1829. 
T. L. SMITH, Register. 





THE COLONIAL TRADE. 
tainly br.whtening. 


has already gained a great reputation in England. ‘The 
main impediment in the way of a speedy and satisfactory 
settlement of the question arises, as we are enabled to state 
on the same intelligent authority, from the number of mer- 
chants, shippers, &c. who have vested capital in the Cana- 
das and neutral Islands. ‘These persons are now inces- 
santly active, and clamorous in proportion to the prospect 
of an adjustment, having a control over the public press of 
London to an unexampled degree, and counterfeiting the 
publie voice; while the great planting interest of the 
Islands, to which a direct and unfettered trade would be 
unquestionably an immense benefit, is distant, sluggish, 
and silent. This statement of the real truth of the matter, 
accounts for the multitude of paragraphs which have lately 
appeared in the London papers, attacking with greet zeal 
and vehemence the project of restoring the Colonial Trade 





to the United States. —E. Pes?. 


Our prospects for adjusting the Colonial Trade are cer- 
Mr. McLane, as we learn on the aus} he bs thin thine  Sinetiriilaind ad “mm : 
thority of letters froma source of the highest respectability, | . NS RINECOM 1S nlersectec, INO Fallways, 18 an 


American Tonnage in Foreign Trade 824,781 | gular application of mechanical power, the ingenious in- 
Foreign do. do. 149,435 | ventor may be able to execute by it even the regular 
mouldings of architecture. Mr. Miine has already se- 
Total Tonnage employed in the foreign cured the exclusive application by a patent.— Edinburg 
trade of the United States 974,216 | Courier. 
Proportion of Foreign Tonnage to te whole : 
amount of Tonaage employed in the For- RalLways MADE rrom Canats.—W “re from the 
eign Trade of the United States. 15.3 to 100, Manchester (Eng.) Guardian, the following article as 


another evidence of the increasing popularity of Rail 
Roads, and the consequent decliue of Canals in the esti- 
mation of the experienced and enlightened of the old 
world —Balt. Gazette. 


“The practicability and desirableness of, at some pe- 
riod or other, converting the numerous canals with 

















interesting subject of speculation, and has lately been 
exciting some attention. We have heard, we believe 
on good authority, though, of course, we do not vouch 
for the truth of the statement, that the Engineer of the 
Huddersfield Canal Company has very recently made 
a representation to the Committee of Managemeat of 
that concern, that the best, if not the only chance of 
making it profitable, is to convert it into a railway. 


New SHEATHING FoR Sutps.—lIt is stated in ac- 
counts from Van Dieman’s Land, that a 74 guu ship is 
now building there of teak, and that if ts to be sheathed 
with sheets of India rubber, which it 1s supposed will 
be not only impervieus to water, but wholly tree from 
any liability to foulness or corrosion. 














Bawrwter’ of the Constitutiort. 
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CONGRESSIONAL DEBATES. —_| 


| Continued from our last.| 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Distribution of the Public Lands. 

. Wepnesvay, Dec. 30. 

Mr. Buchanan observed, that he was obliged to the 
House, jor the permission yiven by the decision, lo} 
make a few observations On this subject. By the reso- | 
lution it was simply proposed that the House should) 





ask lor ceriain mniormation On an inferesting subject. danger ol a dissolution. 
W hat, he would enquire, had been doue 1 this matter: members ot the U nion 10 an account jor all the lands 


By turning to the document furnished last session [ No. 
95] a large mass of information on the subject would be 
found. There were, however, (WO polnis on this sub- 
ject, upon which he asked tor more formation, which 
he hoped to obtain by meaus of the resuviution.— Lhe 
first inquiry which he wished to be made was, whether 
the distribution of the public lands was a violation ot 
the faith pledged to the public creditors. It has been 
holdiy stated that :t would violate this pubic faith: on 
that subject, Mr Buctauan had his doubts. He believ- 
ed that under the old funding system the public jands 
were pledged for the redemption of the revolutionary 
debt. Thus pledge had been from time to time, as he 
knew, violated by larze appropriations, and this prac- 
tice continued until the adoption of the general funding 
system, in 1819. By the act of that year, ten millions 
of dollars, annually, were appropriated to the extin 
guishment of the public debt, and tor the raising of 
that sum of ten millions of dollars, the public lands and 
the proceeds of the Internal taxes, were appropriated 
In one year -hereafier, the Internal taxes were repeal- 
ed, and thus one of the pledzed sources from which 
this ten millions was to be derived, was cut otf. He 
would not express an opinion how far the public lands 
were necessary as a security, or how far they might be 
looked to by the public crediior; but on these questions 
he would reserve himself until the coming in of the re- 
port, called for by this resolution. Tins was tor this 
one object, viz: to inquire into how far the public lands 
were pledged, that he was in favor of this resolution 
A further object with him was to have a report from 
the Committee upon the Constitutional question (if any) 
involved in this matter. He believed the question of 
the distribution of the public lands, many ratio among 
the states to be a very different question from that of the 
distribution of the surplus revenues of the country. 
He would not, at this time, enter into his reasons for 
that Opinion. 
the resolution; and he would suggest an amendment 
which would mutually assist the progress of this mat- 
ter. He held in his. hand the amendment which he 
would read to explain. 

Resolved, That a select committee be appointed, to 
which shail ne referred the report of a select committee 
made to the House of Representatives the 25th Febru 
ary last, relating to the distribution of the nett proceeds 
of the sale of public lands among the several States, in 
proportion to the population of each, and that the said 
committee be instructed to inquire and report to this 
Louse, whether there be any provisions of the Consti- 
tation, or of any actor acts of Congress, in relanon to 
the discharge of the public debt, which ought to pre- 
vent Congress from making such distribution, and that 
the said committee have leave to report by bill or oth- 
wise. 

Mr. Test said, that it was important to separate the 
resolution and amendment. as they involved different 
principles, and required different votes. In order fully 
‘o understand the importance of the question, it would 
be necessary tor him to advert to the original compact 
between the States and the General Government, and 
the terms upon which the latter was admitted into the 
Union What was the object of Virginia and the other 
States, who had ceded such large tracts of western lands 
to the Union? ‘Their object, certainly, was not alone 
the payment of the Public Debt, although that operated, 
to some extent, inthe cession. In their then state and 
value, they were a very remote, and perhaps doubtful, 
security for that debt. The object of those States was 
of higher importance; they looked unto the future, and 
calculated the growth and improvement of those westera 
lands, and their influence upon the destinies of the Un- 
ion. ‘The state of the country then, and its state there- 


after, formed, unquestionably, prominent motives in this 


distribution of the Public Land. Virginia possessed 
more of that land than would form two of the largest 
States. It was ber remark that. if she had retained 


them, and the same observation applied to some other 


States, that her extent would be too unwieldy, and that 
she would become too formidable for the safety of the 
Union. It was then to preserve the political balance 
among the States, much more than for the purpose of 


paying the National Debit, that these lands had been 


ceded , and, he was bold to say, that unless such a ces- 


sion had taken place, the Union would not have been in! sa 


existence on that day. North Carolina and Virginia} unjust in proposing a partial settlement, and that an 
never would have ceded so disproportionate a quantity . 


of their territories, for the mere purpose of paying debts 


For these two reasons he was in favor of 


Their object was to consolidate the interests of the 
country, and to tranquilize the Union The Union was 
tranquilized and secured: and now it appeared there 
was an amendment, which would destrey torever thai 
harmony and tranguility. He had ihought it necessary 
to say thus much, on the general question: he would 
now confive his attention to the amendment. 

The amendment, if carried into etlect, would convulse 
the whole United States. Ifthe scheme proposed by 1 
should be prosecuted to its etlect, the Union might be in 
The object was to call the 
‘which they might have recerved—to make out an ace 
count current between them and the Union—strike a 
baiance and exact payment. 

in what manner was that account to be settled? Up- 
on what principles arranged? Where begin or end? 
Would they, asked Mr. Test, charge the jands at their 
minimum or maximum price, or by what standard should 
the Committee fix the price. At the price for which 
the Jands would seli? or at the largest price that had 
been obiained? Would they take the vaiue ot the lands 
when given, and charge the imterest? or would they 
take the improved value? Gentlemen would tind that at 
every step, they would be juvoived in the greatest’ per 
plexities, Every siep would lead them to further dith- 
culty. If improvements in value incident to the making 
of Roads and Canals were to be taken into the consid- 
eration, the Western States would find that whenever 
they had imagined themselves favored by the General 
Government, they had been, in fact, injured, and the 
greater the benefii, the greater the injury. 

How would this operate? The State of Indiana had 
received jarge donations of land, and would fiad her 
self called upon to refund avast amount unexpectedly 
aad unjustly. She could not repay, and no Western 
State would. It is, said Mr. Test, the case of a man, 
who, having laid out a city into building lots, apportion- 
ed his streets and avenues aud sold his lots, should de- 
mand payment for his streets, or reclaim the whole 
ground. He said that a large part of the improvements 
of the Western States, was owing to the hopes held out 
by Government, of the very advantages tor which pay- 
ment was then claimed. Settlers had gone into those 
lands by thousands, and tens of thousands, deluded by 
these false hopes, and by their own toil, had improved 
the whole public land immensely, and it was now pro- 
posed, at a great distance of time, to make them pay 
over again, for the increased value which they had cre- 
ated themselves. If an account was called for, let it be 
a general account. Let Virginia come into the account, 
and oe credited with the large quantities of land she 
had ceded. Go through the matter from end to end, 
and the Union would be broken. If Indiana be called 
on for payment on these accounts, would she pay, would 
she feel disposed to sustain a Union making such exac- 
tions? The Western States had as much right to ask 
Congress to sell the Capitol, and apportion the money 
of the sale for any purpose, special, or indefinite. Where 
would they commence this matter? Would they go 
back to the Confederation, when Delaware enjoyed as 
much weight in the Union, as Virginia, or any other 
Siate? 

The hour having expired, the further discussion of 
the resolution was suspended. 





Tuvurspay, Dec. 31. 

Mr. Test having possession of the floor, on the pre- 
ceding day, on the expiration of the time allowed for 
the consideration of resolutions, resumed his observa- 
tions. 

He observed that he had little more to say on this 
subject. The necessary consequence of the amend 
ment he understood to be, that a general account was 
to be opened amongst the States, with a view of ascer- 
taining the balance tor or against each, in their dealings 
with the General Government,—a general management 
of all matters of property between the Union and its 
members. ‘This settlement ought not to be a settlement 
in part merely and the \Vestern States would not be 
satisfied with any partial accounts. If the question 
upon this amendment be carried, and the account open- 
ed in relation to the public lands, let a similar account 
be carried into the old States, and the whole of all the 
benefit derived by every state in the Union, be brought 
in, and then let the baiance be taken If we take the 
public lands, and charge the Western States with them, 
shall we not, (said Mr Test,) on the same principle, 
take the Navy into account? Shall we not take the 
District of Columbia into account, and the thousands 
and millions which have been here expended? When 
;you have charged the District of Columbia and the 
other States with this heavy charge, charge the West- 
ern States with their lands, and sce then the ditlerence 
of accounts 


any settlement for past advantages be required. 


. 





He 


id, that in this view, the amendment was eminently 


This must be the style of settlement, if 


would be charged with the Cumberland Road—that has 
been called a Western measure Upou whom then were 
to be charged the expenses and repairs of the Road? 
The Western States wouid never be avie to pay, aud if 
driven by a rigid exaction of paymeut, they would call 
upon other paris of the Union to pay up their arrear- 
ages, thatthe Wesiera Staies might ve evabled to meet 
ins demand. tiow eminently unjust was it, then, to 
make this call with respect only to donations of land? 
W iat dillerence, as to the right claimed of charging ar- 
rearages tor donations; what ditlerence is there be- 
Ween donations of land and money? Let the States 
of Virginia and North Carolina then be called on for 
payment for their Dismal Swamp Canai; they had the 
same interest in that the Western States in their 
lands. Let Pennsylvania now pay for that part of the 
Cumberland Road within her jimits,—and Virginia and 
Maryland, let them pay for their share of the Cumber- 
land Road. ‘They stand upon the same principle as the 
Western appropriatioas. Let the Atiautic States be 
charged with ail the expenses which have been incur- 
red im promoting navigation, their breakwaters, &c. If 
gentlemen did not entorce this accounting, they were 
acting unjustly and against the extent of the principle 
oi the amendment. It was impossible to make this 
wide account.—Gentlemen wouid not do it; they dare 
not do it. Mr. Test here repeated his inquiry of yester- 
day, as to the maane* of commencing the inquiry, and 
the time from which it should date. If the investiga- 
tion go back to the time of the granting of the estate 
inthese lands to the United States, what would be the 
result?) Delaware would have one tweuty-tourth of this 
property, and New York no more. According to the 
new principle, New York will have one sixtieth, and 
Delaware less than one hundredth. How is this matter 
io be settled? This is a trust estate given for especial 
uses, and when the trusts are executed, it 1s but right 
that the residue should be divided among the Cestui qua 
trusts in the proportions existing at the time of grant- 
ig the trust. Mr. ‘Test said he could not but express 
regret and surprise at the course pursued by his friend 
from Vermont, (Mr. Mallary )—He regretted it the 
more, as he had always found that gentleman contead- 
ing for the purity of our institutions. He was satisfied 
that gentleman had intended to do justice, but he must 
urge that the gentleman from Vermont was in error. 
That geutleman had said that there was an opinion 
abroad gaining weight, that the United States has no 
lands there; that the United States has no title to these 
lands. He never so contended—he never espoused 
such doctrines,—one thing, however, he would say— 
that Vermont had no land there, and aever had any—no 
state had any land there. It was the common property 
of the Unien. He acknowledged the efforts of the 
gentieman from Vermont in assisting to obtain an appro- 
priation for the state of Indiana. But if he asked the 
State of Indiana to pay for it now, it was fraud and 
injustice. } 

Mr. Mallary rose to explain, he stated that he had 
been entirely misunderstood by the gentleman from In- 
diana. He never proposed to open suc’* an account 
with the Western States, with any intention of calling 
upon them to refund. He had stated that certain 
opinions were abroad; and that this House wanted infor- 
mation. Ought to have it now He wanted all the in- 
formation precticable to be brought before the House. 

Mr. Test continued. He had not misunderstvod the 
geutieman.—He construed his remarks, as intending to 
open the Whole matter, and as such, the gentleman had 
explamed them. It was against this general investiga- 
tion and accounting that he protested If the House 
persisted, what would be the consequence? Heart- 
burnings and resentments, which can never be allayed— 
and this discussion is started at the moment when the 
country, exhausted by a long aud feverish excitement, 
Was just settling into comparative quiet! No western 
man will consent that these lands should be meddled 
with, uotil the purpose they were pledged for was ful- 
filled. If we attempt to divert, said Mr. Test, we 
throw the whole Union into irretrieveable confusion. 
Why then, was it urged at this time? Were members 
afraid that public opinion would not sustain them here- 
alter, or were they afraid that the western vote would 
be too strong for them after the next census? Why not 
wait until the public debt was paid, and then present 
the subject fairly for discussion? 

Mr. Wilde rose merely to make an inquiry, not to 
enter into the perplexing debate, which he perceived 
had been extended far beyond the objects expressed on 
the face of the resolution. He would direct the atten- 
tion of the House to the terms upon which those lands 
had been ceded to the Union. By the acts of cession, 
they were described to be to form acommon fund, ac- 
cording to the several proportions of charge and ex- 
penditure; not as proposed in the resolution, according 
to the ratioof representation. If this account were sta- 
ted, he should like to see these proportions set forth. 
He rose tosuggest this consideration to the House, as 


as 





enforcement of that accounting would compel the west- 
ern people to demand the strictest inquiry. They 


an important iiem in the discussion of this subject. 
Mr. Spencer, of New York, said the resolution was 
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ene merely conditional—for ingeiry only—a call for! the last drop of blood in their veins, in support of the 


whatever was pertinent to the object, and for nothing 
that was not pertinent. The great difficulty of the 
question arose upon the amendment—a most embarrass- 
ing part of the subject as it now stood = Such a modifi 


cation certainly never entered into the contemplation of 


the mover of the resolution. The gentleman from Ver 
mont, he understood to hold the same views with him 
self, except as to the amendment. He and those with 
whom he acted on that subject were unwilling to zo in- 
to any retrospect. They agreed perteciiy with the gen- 
tleman from Indiana, that the dovationus of public lands 
had improved the residue more than the value of the 
gift, and that they ought not to be brought into account 
against the western States 

He thought there was much more in the account 
given that day of the manner of acquiring the western 
lands. He had found no warrant in history for such a 
title. The title of the land «as originally in the Crown 
of Great Britain, from whom they had been conquered 
by the common blood and common treasure of the Uni 
ted States. The States within whose limits they lay, 
magnanimousl y ceded them to the Union by whose 
power they had been acquired for the purposes set forth 
yn the acts of cession. What variance there might be 
between the act of cession as quoted by the gentleman 
from Georgia, and the ratio of representation as méii- 
tioned in the resolution, he could not say. He should 
suppose there was little difference as to the doctrine 
mentioned by the gentieman trom Vermont, and dis 
claimed by the gentleman from Indiana. That the Uni- 
ted States had no claim to these lands, he said that ap 
prehensions existed among the other States. They 
were acquired by cession, won by the united strength 
and common blood and treasure of the Union, and in 
addition, the United States liad paid large sums, and 
assumed onerous burdens, for the purchase and secur- 
ing of these lands He reterred to Louisiana, Florida, 
and the Georgia ard Alabama lands. Upon what pre- 
tence then was this apprehended claim to be advanced? 

Mr. Spencer said, that in this estimate and account 
there was at least nothing to be charged against the 
State of New York. She had achieved a great work 
at an enormous expense. But she had received no aid 
irom the Genera! Gevernment. She had applied, but 
was refused—and on her own resources she had con- 
structed a work, fiom which she was reaping a harvest 
of wealth and increase. 

This he thought a fit time for the discussion The 
nearer the time for actual distribution arrived, the 
greater would be the excitement and, if the friends of the 
inquiry would unite in disencumbering the resolutien of 
the amendment, and not carry the inquiry too far back, 
he was decidedly in its fevor. 

Mr. Blair, of South Carolina, observed, that he had 
remarked, and not without concern, the numerous and 
various attempts which liad been so pertinaciously made 
from time to time, to appropriate the proceeds of the 
public lands, for the purposes of education and internal 
improvement. Both of these matters were unquestion- 
ably subjects of great public smportance ; and the ob- 
jects which they were adapted to attain, were also of 
such weight and moment, asto render them deserving 
of the serious attention of the House. The only ques- 
tion was, as to the practicability of carrying them into 
effect, according to the proposition betore them; and 
upon that question, a difference of opinion might possi- 
bly prevail. He begged tocall the attention of gentle 
men to the fact—and one fact was worth a thousand 
theories—that there was not a surplas revenue; for the 
whole of the revenue beyond the proper and necessary 
expenditure of the government, was pledged for the pay- 
ment of the national debt; as also was the whole of the 
public domain. To attempt, then, to legislate at that 
period, upon a subject so important, he might almost say 
30 sacred, since it involved the inviolability of the pub- 
lie faith, was, he conceived, to say the least of it, ill-ad- 
vised and premature. It reminded him, when he heard 
members speek of the disposition of the surplus revenue, 
and suggest plans for its appropriation, of the well known 
fable of the hunter, who sold the skin of the bear, be- 
lore the animal itself was killed. The lands of the pub- 
lic, he replied, were a sacred trust in the hands of the na- 
tional legislature, for the payment of the national debt, 
if for no other purposes. Should there be the large sur- 
plus revenue so fondly anticipated by gentlemen, per- 
haps the inconvenience attendant on the particular mode 
of disposing of that surplus, might be avoided, by redu- 
cing public imposis — It was, he conceived, pure folly 
to say to gentlemen, that surplus should be reserved for 
public exigencies. Whatever emergencies might oc- 
cur, with respect even (o questions involving the safety 
of the nation, he could not but express his hope, that his 
countrymen had not so far degenerated from the virtues 
which characterized their revolutionary fathers, as to 
render it necessary that afund should be reserved to 
meet those exigencies. If he knew the disposition of 
his fellow citizens, he was convinced that they would 
not only expend the last dollar they possessed, but also 


judge too uncharitably. 





free institutions of their country and of their own indivi- 
dual nghts. 


Mr. Blair continued, after some further observations, 
by stating that it would be time enough to consider tue 
proper mode to dispose of public lands, after the tqui- 
dation of the public debt. Onthe part of the State, a 
district of which he had the honor to represent in that 
House, he would only say, in conclusion, that the peo 
ple of South Carolina had no disposition to profit by that 
or any similar measure. They did not wish to scramble 
for public land like school boys, scuffling for chesnuts. 

Here, the hour expiring for the consideration of Re- 
solutions, the discussion was suspended. 

Monpay, Jan. 4. 

Mr. Blair, of South Carolina, said, he had concluded 
his remarks on Thursday last by expressing a hope that, 
until all the pecuniary obligations of the Government 
were discharged, aud the public lands thereby redeem- 
ed from the pledge they are under, no distribution of 
that territory would be made, but that it would be held 
as inviolable as the cash in the Treasury. Ut 
said (continued Mr. B.) that the public lands are a very 
ineflicrent fund tor national his, he said, 
has been owing more to bad management than to the in- 
adequacy of the fund vsell. At any rate, (he said,) the 
public lands have been found, on former occasions, to be 
quite a convenient article with which to enlist recruits 
for your armies aod he thought it not at all impossible, 
hut altogether probable, that the Government mighit 
stand in need of it again for a similar purpose. Sup 
pose, said Mr. B. that. during'the late war, instead of 
a bounty of on hundred and sixty acres of this land, 
you bad been compelled to launch out its equivalent in 
money to every private soldier you enlisted, and a still 
larger amount to each of your oflicers, what weuld have 
been its effects on pubiic credit? And would it not have 
made a serious inroad upon your strong box? = | guess 1! 
would, said Mr. B- He, therefore, thought thar sound 
policy required the public lands to he husbanded with 
care, at leas! till we had paid the public debr 

I am one of those, said Mr. B., who think the best 
“provision forthe common defence and general wel- 
fare,” and the best preparation for war, would be the 
payment of the public debt in time of peace. At the 
commencement of the last war your public debt was 
much smaiicr than it is at present. The war itself was 
feebly conducted on the part of Great Britain, yet your 
credit became so low during the contest, that you could 
effect only limited loans—very limited loans, at an enor- 
mous premium! And wt ought never to be forgotten how 
abortive, futile, and disastrous were some of your opera- 
tions for the want of means. Indeed, the Government 
acknowledged it had not the means of protecting South 
Carolina against the common enemy. South Carolina 
had, therefore, to use her own purse; and she has not 
even yet been refunded, or reimbursed the money she 
expended. Her memorial on that subject has been pre- 
sented to this House, this morning. The war, to be 
sure, was, occasionally, characterised by a brilliant ex 
ploit—particularly by one at the Moravian Towns, in 
which an honorable gentleman of this House took a dis- 
tinguished part; and the conflict was finally terminated 
with great eclat and success at New Orleans. But that 
was almost entirely to be attributed to the rare energy, 
skill and couraze of the illustrious individual who com- 
manded in that quarter-—not to the Government or its 
means, for these were poor indeed. But, [said Mr. B] 
notwithstanding the true policy ef the country requires 
us to husband all the public resources until the national 
debt is paid, I very much fear a great many gentlemen 
do not wish the public debt extinguished. Their great- 
est fear is that, under the administration of our present 
worthy Chief Magistrate, the Government may happen 
to get outof debt. He hoped he was not disposed to 
But, he inclined to think the 
stock-holding interest did not wish the trouble, the loss, 
and the hazard of making new, and frequent invest- 
ments. They would not only lose money by it, but 
they would then have to contribute something to the 
support of the Governmeut. The manufacturers, also, 
desired a pretext for continuing a high tariff—it was not 
for their interest then, that the public debt should be 
discharged, nor was u for their interest that the nation- 
a! domain should continue to be a source of revenue.— 
He would not say that the friends of the stock-holding 
interest combined with the advocates of high protecting 
duties, and the friends of internal improvements, in or- 
iter to divide and squander away the public fusds for 
selfish, sinister purposes; but he did think the circum- 
stances to which he alluded warranted that conclusion. 

But, said Mr. B., soine of the senior members of this 
House, for whose opinions I have a high regard, have 
said that this is not a proper time to discuss this matter; 
and I have certainly no disposition to pursue the disa- 
greeable subject any farther. 

He had not been able, he said, to reply to those gen 
tlemen on his left, who, perhaps, had differed from him 
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in opinion, because he had not heard them. H. knew 
some gentlemen had objected to the amendmen: offered 
by his worthy colleague, [Mr. Martin] but, so far as he 
had distinctly heard those objectious, they appeared not 
tobe valid. He hoped, if the House was determined to 
adopt the resolution, it would be with tue amendment 
proposed by his colleague: but whethe: (he amendment 
should he adop' ed! or not, he should, ‘ually, vote against 
the resolution He was, he said. at present, opposed to 
ihe whole proposition, in every possinie shape and form 
—¢e honed it would be laid asid now and, if not for 
ever, at least for vears. He had hoped, therefore, that 
the motion made some days azo by the Hon. gentleman 
from Tennessee, [Mr. Polk] to lay the resolution on the 
table, would have prevailed. Ue was not now disposed 
to renew that motion, because he did not wish to seal 
up the lips of other gentlemen who might have a desire 
to present their views of the subject. but when a prop- 
er ume arrived, if no other gentleman renewed that mo- 
tion, fe would, if he could get an opportunity. For the 
preseut, however, he made no motion. 
‘To be Continued. ) 
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Tvuespay, Jan. 5. 

Senate.—Two written messages were received from 
the President of the United States: one which enclosed a 
letter from the Register of the Treasury. The money ex- 
pended in the several States and Territories, for the con- 
struction of roads and canals, since the adoption of the 
Federal Constitution to the close of the year 1827.includ- 
ing surveys, amounts to : &5,241.074 01 

The statement of the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, shews the amount of public lands granted 
for the purposes of education and the construction of roads 
and eanals to be 7.799.488 48-100 acres 

Valued at the minimom price at $9,759,504 50 

The other related to the claims of South Carolina, for 
advances made by that State during the late war. 

Mr. Silsbee then made some preparatory remarks to 
the introduction of “a bill to authorize the payment of the 
elaims of Massachusetts, for certain militia services.” 
whieh bill was read and passed to a second reating. 

Mr. Woodbury from the Committee on Commerce, re- 
ported the bill allowing the cuties on foreign merchandize 
imported into Louisville, Pittsburg, Cincinnati, St Louis, 
and Nashville, to be secured and paid at those places; with 
an amendment. 

The engrossed bill for the relief of the purchasers of 
public lands, was read the third time, passed, and sent to 
the House of Representatives. 

The engrossed bill further to revive and continue in 
force the several acts making provision for the extinguish- 
ment of the debt due the United States by the purchas- 
ers of public lands, was laid on the table on the motion 
of Mr. Barton, who thought it possible that it might in 
some respect conflict with the bill just passed, and he de- 
sired time to examine it. 

The bill from the House of Representatives “to establish 
a uniform rule for the computation of the mileage of mem- 
bers of Congress and for other purposes,” was read the 
second time, and after some debate, das to the proper com- 
mittee to which it shou'd be referred, on motion of Mr. 
Webster it was laid on the table. 

After some time spent in Executive business, the Sen- 
ate adjourned. 





Wepnespay Jan. 6. 

Senate.—QOn motion of Mr. Foot, the message yester- 
day received from the President of the United States, re- 
lative te the grants of land and money for the purposes of 
Edueation and Roads and Canals, was, with a part of the 
documents, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Benton, trom the Committee on Military Affairs, 
reported a bill for adjusting the claims of the State of 
South Carolina against the United States. 

Mr. Robbins, on leave, introduced a bill prescribing the 
modes of commencing, prosecuting, and deciding contro- 
versies between the States. 

The said bills were severally read and passed to a sec- 


ond reading. 


Mileage Bill. 


Mr. Webster moved that the Senate proceed to consid- 
erthe bill “to establish an uniform rule for the computa- 
tion of the mileage of members of Congress and for other 
purposes,” which had been yesterday laid on the table on 
his motion. He said he made the motion to lay the biil 
on the table, in consequence of the difficulty which ap- 
peared to exist as to its proper direction. He was not 
disposed to suggest any particular direction for the bill; 
but merely to place it where he found it yesterday. 

The motion to consider was agreed to.—when after 
some remarks from Mr. Bibb, Noble, layne, and Forsyth, 
the motion to re-consider was agreed to, and the bill was 
referred to a select cemmittee. 

The committee consists of Messrs. Bibb, Forsyth, No- 
ble. Hayne and Holmes. 

The bill to authorize the payment of the claim of the 
State of Massachusetts, for certain services of ber militia 
during the late war, Was read the second time, and refer- 
red to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. Chambers, 
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The bill providing for the final settlement of the claims | 
Of certain States therein mentioned, for interest on their 
advances during the late war was taken up, and made the 
special order for next Monday week. 
The bil) for the relief of the Mayer and City Council 
of Baltimore was resumed in Committee of the Whole, 
and ordered to be engrossed tor a third reading. 
“The bill provides for the payment to the city of Balti- 
more. ot the sun of 7,434 dollars, and interest, for monevs 
advaneed by that city nats detence during the late w ar. | 


amended, 





The bill allowing the duties on 1ore:gn merchandise im- 
ported into Louisville, Pittsburg, Cirvcinnati St. Louis, 
and ‘N ast iile, to be secured and paid af those places, was 
resumed in committee of the Whole, discussed, amended. 
and ordered to be engrossed. 

After the consideration of Executive business, the Sen- 
ate aciourned. 


Ilovse.—™Mr. Clark, from the Comnittee on the Ter- 
ritories, to which the subject had been reterred, reported ‘ 
bill establishing the Territoral Government of Huron, 
whic bill was twice read and committed. 

Mr Drayton, from the Military committee reported a bil! 
to increase the pay and oumber of Surgeons and assis- 
tont Surgeons inthe Army of the U. States; which bill 
was twice read and committed, 

Mr. Isacks, from the Committee on the Public Lands.to 
which the subject was referred, on the motion of Mr. 
Goodenow, on the 17th untimo, reported a bill to amend 
anact entitted “an act tor the relief of purchasers ot Pub- 
ic Lands that have reverted for non-payment ot the pur- 
chase monev, approved May 23rd, 1828. which bill was 
twice read and committed, 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter from the 
Secretary of War, containing the iniormation called tor 
by the House on the 7th ot December ult. in relation to 
the protection of the Frontiers of Arkansas, which letter 
wes read and referred to the Committee on Military Alt- 
tairs. 

Mr White, of Florida, moved the following: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to 
communicate to this House the report of the Engineer 
charg d with the superintendence ot public works in the 
Gull of Mexico, on the practicability and probable cost 
of deepening the bar of Pensacola, so as to admit the pas- 
sage of public armed vessels of the largest class. 

On motion ot Mr. Pettis, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be 
msiructed to enquire into the expendiency of providing for 
the better security and protection of the trontiers of the 
State of Missouri, and for the protection of the inland 
trade with the upper provinces of the Mexican States, ei- 
ther by mounting and equipping a part of the Infantry of 
the Army of the United States for that service, or by rai- 
sing, mounting, and equipping a corps of Volunteer Mili- 
tia tor the same service. 

On motion of Mr. Jéhnson of Kentucky, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of establishing some 
uniform mode of accommodating the Judges of the 
Courts of the United States, while holding their respec- 
tive sessions in the several States. 

On motion of Mr. Overton, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on public lands inquire 
into the expediency of making provision by the law for 
the reclaiming of the lands of the U. States in the State oi 
Louisiana, fromthe annual inundations of the Mississipp: 
and its tributaries; and particularly, where the said lands 
interpose on the Banks of the Mississippi between the land 
of actual settlers who are debarred thereby from pretec- 
ting themselves by embankment. 

Mr. Irwin, of Pennsylvania, moved the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 
communicate to this House a statement of the disburse- 
ments made under the act for the preservation and repair 
ofthe Cumberland Road, passed March 3d, 1829; the 
present condition of said road, and an estimate of the sum 
required to put it ina complete state of repair. 

On motion of Mr. White, it was 

Ordered, That the Message from the President of the 

United States received yesterday, communicating a pe- 
thon efcertain purchasers otland trom the Government ot 
Spain, be referred to the Committee on Foreign Aifairs. 

The engrossed bill of the following title, viz: 

An act to authorize Surveyors, under the direction of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, to enroll and license stips 
and vessels to be employed in the coasting trade and the 
fishenes: was read the third time and passed, and sent to 
the Senate for concurrence. 

Contested Election from Tennesee 

The House then, according to the orders of the day. re- 
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole House, Mr. 
M'Duthe in the chair, on the Report of the Committee of 
Kieetions on the memorial of Thomas D. Arnold, cont«s- 
ting the election ot Prvor Lee, returned as one of the mem- 
bers forthe State of Tennessee. 

The memorialist Thomas D. Arno!d, was conducted to 
the seat assigned him by order of the House, within 
the ly ar. 

From that seat Mr. Arnold began an address to the 
Cammittee of the Whole, in support of the object of his 
petinion, which he was still in the act of delivering, when. 
on motion of Mr, Whittlesey, (the usual hour of adjourn- 
ment having arrived) 

Phe Committee rose and the House adjourned. 


Tuerspay, Jan. 7. 
Senate —Mr. Forsyth offered the following resolution: | 
Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be in- | 
structed to inquire into the expediency of modifying the | 
laws of the United States, for the regulation of trade and 
intercourse with the Indians, so as to exempt expressly 
from their operation, the territory occupied by any Indians 
within a state, over whom, as tribes or individuals, the 
‘aws of the State have been, or may be, extended by the 
Legislature thereof. 
The Vice President communicated a report from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, furnishing the information re- 
quired by a resolution of the Senate, of the 28th of Feb- 
ruary, 1829, directing the Secretary of the Treasury to 
lav before the Senate. a statement, shewing the total 
amount of bonds taken for duties by each Collector of 
the customs, for the years 1826, 1827, and 1828, the per 
‘ent charged by each, and the total amount of the Com- 
missions received by each; the nett amount (all charges 
deducted) of emoluments received by each Collector, the 
nett emoluments of each Naval Otticer, Surveyer, Mea- 
surer, Ganger, and Weigher, in each port, for those years, 
all charges deducted) adding thereto what either may 
have received as superintendant of light-houses, the total 
number of permanent Inspectors im each port, and the 
emoluments of each; the total number of temporary In- 
spectors in each port, and their average emoluments, by 
adding up the gross sum paid them, and dividing it by the 
number employed.” 
Alter the report was read, Mr. Smith, of Md. laid on 
the table a letter, addressed to him as chairman of the 
Committee of Finance, accompanied by a large number 
of documents, exhibiting the emoluments of Collectors, 
Surveyors, Naval Otficers, Inspectors, Gaugers, Weighers, 
Xc. for the year 1826-7-5. 

The report and letter was then referred and ordered to 
be printed. 

The tollowing original bills were reported, read, and 
passed to a se cond reading, viz: 

By Mr. Smub of Maryland, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, a bill to continue in torce an act authorizing the 
nnportation and allowance of drawback on brandy in 
casks of a capacity not less than filteen gallons, 

A bill to alter the terms of credit on bonds given for 
duties on goods, wares, and merchandise, imported into 
the United States; and 

A bill to authorize the Commissioners of the Sinking 
Fund to redeem the public debt of the Uniied States. 
Mr. S. laid on the table a letter from the Secretary of 
the Treasury, inclosing two statements connected with the 
subject of the last of these bills; which was ordered to be 
printed. | 

The bill prescribing the modes of commencing, prose- 
cuting, and deciding controversies between States, 

For the relief of the Mayor and City Council of Balti- 


more ; and 


—=n 
Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a report of the 
Commissioner of the General t.and Office, made in obe- 
dience to an order of the House of Representatives of 
the 20th of January, 1829, directing the said Secretary 
to report to the House what quantity of vacant land be- 
longing to the Unued States yet remains in that part of 
the State of Tennessee lying south aud west of the lune 
established by the act of Congress, approved April 18, 
1806, commonly called the Congressional reservation 
line—what quantity of (he lands south aud west of said 
liue has been appropriated to the satisfaction of North 
Carolina claims, and what portion has been otherwise 
appropriated—what portion of the land now vacaut, 
south aud west of said line, is of any, and what value—~ 
whether it is in Compact bodies, or in detached parcels, 
or in small pieces—aod whether the same could, in his 
opinion, be surveyed aod brought into market, according 
to the present land sysiem of the Luited States, so as to 
defray the expenses of doing so, Or so as to yield any 
protit from the sales, or according to the land system of 
Tennessee, or any other plan he may suggest;” which 
letter and report were referred to the Select Committee 
appainte d on the subject on the Loth of December ultimo, 
Contested Election —‘The House then resolved itself 
into a Committee of the Whole House, Mr. McDuffie in 
the Chat, and resumed the consideration of the report 
of the Committee ot Elections, mm the case of Thomas 
VD. Arnold and Pryor Lea, when Mr. Arnold resumed 
his remarks, and afier having occupied the attention of 
the Committee about two hours, concluded. 
Mr. Standifer, Mr. Buchanan, aud Mr. Polk, severally 
addressed the Commitiee, im reply to some observations, 
which were made by the petitioner during the course 
of his argument. 

On motion by Mr Lea, the Committee rose, reported 
progress, and obtained leave to sit again. 





FRipay, January 8, 1830. 
The Senate did not sit to day 
Hovuse.—Mr. McDuffie, trom the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported a bill making appropriations for the 
payment of Revolutionary aud Invalid Pensions; which 
was twice read, and committed to a Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union 

Mr. Bates, fromthe Committee on Military Pensions, 
reported the tollowing Resolution, viz: 

* Resolved, That tiie Committee on Military Pensions 
be instructed, agreeably to the Presideni’s recommen- 
dation in his Message of the 6th of December last, to 
revise the Pension jaw, for the purpose of extending its 
benefits to every soldier who aided in establishing our 
liberties and who is unable to maintain himself in com- 





Allowing the duties on foreign merchandise imported 
into Louisville, Pittsburg, Cincinnati, St. Louis, Natchez, 
and Nashville, to be secured and paid at those places ; 
were severally read the tiurd time, passed, and sent to the 
House of Representatives. 

Adjourned to Monday. 

Hovuse.—Mr. Hoffman, trom the Committee on Na- 
val Atiairs, to which was referred so much of the Pre- 
sident’s Message as relates to the claim of the represen- 
tatives of Commodore Decatur, his officers and crew, 
arising from the recapture of the Frigate Philadelphia 
at Tripoli, reported a bill to compensate Susan Decatur, 
widow and fegal representative of Capt. Stephen De- 
catur, deceased, and others; which bill was twice read 
and committed. 

Mr. Buchanan, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
reported the following resolution: 

“Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be 


the charge of official misconduct against Jemes H. Peck, 
Judge of the Distr t Court of Missouri.” 

‘Ths resolution was read, and agreed to by the 
House. 

Mr. Hemphill, from the Committee on Internal fm 
provements, reported a bill to constructa National Road 
trom Buflalo, in the State of New York, passing by the 
seat of the General Government, in the District of Co 
lumbia, to New Orleans, in the State of Louisiana; 


authorised to send for persous and papers in the case of 


fort; and to report to the House a bill for that purpose, 
And also, that said committee be further instructed, a- 
greably to said recommendation, to report a bill forthe 
relief of all those who were, during the last War, disa- 
bled from supporting themselves by manual labour. 
Drstribution of the Public Lands. 

The House .esumed the consideration of the resolu- 
tion moved by Mr. Huut, on the 17th ult. concerning a 
distribution of the public iands among the several States. 
The question being on the motion made by Mr. Martin, 
to amend the same.— 

Mr. Burges rose and addressed the House at consid- 
erable length in support of the original resolution, and 
in Opposition to the amendment. ‘The hour allotted to 
the discussion of resolutions elapsed before Mr. B. had 
concluded his remarks 

The House then passed to the orders of the day. 

The bills from the Senate of the following titles, 
viz:— 

“For the the relief of the Mayor and City Council 
of Baltimore” 

‘Allowing the duties on foreign merchandise import- 
ed into Louisville, Pittsburg, Cincinnati, St. Louis, 
Natchez and Nashville, to be secured and paid at those 
places,” were severally read the first and second times, 
and referred to the proper standing committees of the 
House. 

The House then resolved. itself intoa Committee of 





which bill was twice read, and committed to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the Union. 


Distriiution of the Public Lands. 

The House resumed the consideration of the resolu- 
tion, moved by Mr. Hunt, onthe 17th ultimo. concern 
ing a distrituuon of the public lands among the several 
States, 

Tie question recurred on the motion made by Mr. 
Martin, on the same day, to amend the same. 

When Mr. Hunt resumed the remarks which he had 
commenced on Tuesday last,—which we shail give 
hereatier, under the head of “Debates.” 

Mr. Lewis then rose, aud spoke in Opposition to the 
amendment. 
head. 














debate was closed. 


' ‘Tie Speaker laid before the House a letter from the 


His remarks will be given under the same 


Mr. Burges next rose, but the hour having elapsed, the 


Elections on the memorial of Thomas D. Arnold, con- 
| testing the election of Pryor Lea, returned as one of the 
‘members for the State of Tennessee, 

And atter some debate, the Committee rose, reported 
progress, and asked leave to sit again; but 

The House refused to grant leave to sit again, and 
‘then 
Adjourned till Monday next. 


—- 














Price of Calico Fifty-three Years ago.—The follow ing 
“memorandum was wiitten in a Bible, now in the posses- 
sion of a family at Rishton, near Blackburn, forthe pur- 
pose, no doubt, of recording the period when the man- 
ufactare of calico was first introduced into this country. 
—“15 September, 1776. Thomas Dixbury, of Rish- 
ton, near Blackburn, sold to Messrs. Peels, Yates, and 
Co Church Bank, two common-fine calico pieces for L5. 
9s. Sd. These were the first calico pieces ever manu- 
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fact actured in this kingdom.” Pieces of the same descrip- 
tion are now sold for about 5s. or 6s. each.— London Me- 
chanics Magazine 

oY onl 


TORS. 
COLUM BLA 


The following letter trom a highly intelligent cor 
responde nt at Caracas, conve ys very unple asant imiorm- 
ation regarding the political aspect of alates in Coiom- 
bie. The writer has always been a invst devoted friend 
to Bolivar, but has at length jieided to the representa- 
tions oi: his eneihies, aud beleves iim a traitor—time 
will shew the truth or talseliood of Luese statemeuts — 
We are unwilling to believe tie assertion of Bolivar’s 
defection irom the true priuciples of rational liberty, and 
doubt not that when a lavestigalion is made ol | 
the motives which intluenced the Venezuiiaun Cabai to 
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The evils inflicted upon the mnantiacturers oti iron, 2 be 
pointed out in a commu- 





The writer is personally known to us, 
man, who earns his living by the labor of hrs 
and although his style of writing is not that of a re- 
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pr ocilaun itselfinde pe dent ot the yeneraizovernmenui, the uen ‘e to an arguiment, tiin it wo ild DOssess were abstra 
shy am patriots, who have ti Sure d im their « untry’s dis- | positions alone to be combated, we have ot deorived our 
honor, will be again found de! ‘hiqueul — Baltimore (ruz | VOrres”? nden* of th raht he possesses o! ixing the author. 
Caracas, 27th Nov. 1529 = | shto ofthe sufferings of himself and feliow-workmen, upon 
Ere this reaches you, you will have heard of the Re- | those whom h considers to} se been directly or indirectly 
volution, or rather the ex ression of the public voice | instrumental in bringing them about. 


avainst the attempt on the part ol Gen. Bolivar tu estab-| 
lish a Monarchy, and Crown on bis own head. 
The people of Caracas assembled the day betore yes 
terday decided im the most public i orde r 
to insure the liberties of Venezue la, it had become ne 
cessary to separate her trom the government of Bogota 
and renounce the authority of Gen. Bolivar. 
has been called on to take the command, 


? t 
piace ige 


inanner, that 


Gen. 
and 


Paez 
deputies 


7th inst 
| York, through the city 
is well calenulated to bring on a full discussion of the con- 
stitutional powers of Congress to appropriate the public 
money 
which | 


York, Pensyivania, 


The bil! reported to the House of Representatives on | 
fora road from Butfalo, in the State New 
of Washington, to New Orleans, 


of 


towards internal imorovements. The 
made bv that bill to the selfish teelings 


appeal 
of New 
Marv land, Virginia, North Carolina, 


have been appointed tothe other departments of Veu-| South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama and Louisiana, will, 


ezuela, calling a Conzress to make a form 
ment for Venezuela alone, 
Gren. 


of Grovern- 
with a Republican basis. 
solivar has disappointed the hopes ot his real 
friends, and the friends of liberal principles throughout 
the whole world. [tis sincerely to be regretted that a 
man who had arrived at such a glorious height should 
destroy his reputation aud fame forever, merely for a 
bauble. 

Gen. Paez, and Doctor Pena, his Secretary, aad Gen. 
Soublette, Chief of the Statf, are now in Valencia 
They will be here on the 15th of next month, probably 
betore. 

I have never seen during my residence in Colombia, 
a stronger or more real feeling displayed by the people 
of Caracas than on the present Occasion. ‘Their de- 
testation of Monarchy is too clearly manifested even 
for the friends of Bolivar to say one word in his favor. 

‘I fear that all Colombia will be in a flame, yet in 
Venezuela all will be confidence and quiet. There ap- 
pears to be no disposition to commit violence, and Gen, 
Paez is too good a patriot to allow of any disorder.” 

Importation of Foreign Bread —The quickness of 
communication with some parts of the Continent, 
means of steam vessels, has led toa profit able trac le i 
the introduction ito Eaglaad of many articles of con 
sumption, of a perishable nature, which could not pre- 
viously be attempted. A novel undertaking iw this w ay 
is about to be carried into etlec t. by Winch the projec tor 
expects to realize a cousidera’ ile sum. 
a large establishment on the coast of Holland for th 
making of bread, which will be couveyed immediat ely 
from the oven on board of a stea n-boat, and in tw euty- 
four hours, which is the ordinary period of the voyage, 
he expects tooffer 7 for sale on the banks of the Thames. 
He expects to realize a profit of 2d. all expenses de- 
ducted, on every loaf thus imported. The introduction 
of biscuit, prepared at Hamburgh and other places, for 
the supply of the shipping has already become exten- 
sive and yields a good retura. 
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APPOINTME NTS BY r" 1e “PRES IDENT, 
Ry and with the advice and consent of the Senate. 

Henry Baldwin, of Pittsburg, in Pennsylvania, to be 
en Associate Judee of the Su; preme Court of the United 
States, vice Bushrod W ashington, deceased, 

J. Wambersie. an American ei izen residing at Rotter- 
dam in Holland to be Consul of the United States for that 
cifv, in the place of Emanuel Wambersie, deceased. 

Benjamin Edwards, of WUlinois,to be Receiver of Pub- 
lie Monevs at Edwardsville, Hlinois. 

Uriel Sebree, of Missouri, to be Receiver of Public 
Moneys at Franklin, Missouri, in the place of Thomas 
Smith, resigned. 

Hilary B. Cenas to be Register of the Land Office at 
New Orleans, in the plac e of Isaac T. Preston, resigned. 

Joseph Dunean. of ™: iSsissippi, to be Surveyor of 
Publie Lands South of Tennessee. 

Morton A. Waring re-appointed Marshal of the Dis- 
trict of South Carolina. 








The Fastern Mail is now earried by land from Balti- 


more, and not by steamboats as it has heretofore’ 
been. 
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no doubt, enlistin its favor a strong support, but betore 
we can admit the utility of a road, 
the constitutional difficulty, we should like to see the ar-| 
guments which can headvanced in favor of it. We ape | 
prehend that the roads and water communications now ex- | 
isting hetween Buffalo and New Orleans, and all points 
situate betwen them, are adequate to the transportation of 
persons and property, more rapidly and more cheaply | 
than can ever be effected by a road like the one projected. | 


such setting aside 





On our first page will be found a notice, taken from the 
Petersburgh Old Dominion, 


of a eourse of lectures de!rver- | 


ed before the Sentor Political Class of William and Marv! 
College . bv Professor Thomas R. Dew. We have some | 
° , ‘yt , 
time sinee, inthe Free Trade Advoeate, already eiven our | 
opinion of that able work, and as we think it cannot be too | 
strona) reco .nmended to the notice of al who wish to un | 
lerstand the trne interest of the country, we unhesitatingly | 
sav, that the compliments bestowed upon it, in the article} 


In our humble 


2 sing.e stone 


we have quoted, are not beyond its merits 
eatimation, Professor Dew h 
fabric of the “American Svstem,” 
flown. and we are fully persuaded, that if his hook had a 
circulation as wide its contents are 
would be effected in. public sentiment, 
are now deluded with the helef, 
mote the wealth ofa nation, would see their error, and 
gladly embrace a which is in as full accordance 
with the generous and philanthropic dtetates of universal 
good will, 
tian. From Dew’s Le ‘tures, 
to make some extracts, 
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and sound political economy is like ly to de- 
rive from this valuable and powerful addition to the stock | 
of political knowlege, of which this country stands in so! 
much need. 
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It will be seen by the proceedings of Congress, of which 
a brief summarv has anneared inthis paper, 
erent variety of important subjects has already been | 
forward to warrant the behef that the present s 
one of extroaordu 1ary The numero 
tions which have been introduced upon the sub») 
Publie 
and we verv much mistake, if in our family of States, ther 
does not arise as much dispute about the distribution of the | 
common property, asin a family of individuals where the | 
laws of inheritance are notclearly settled. Some of the| 
Western peonle, have already advanced the idea, thet they | 
are yu tly entitled to the lands within their respective “states. 
and all of them are very naturally opposed to any legisia- 
tive measures, which mav have a tende nev to defeat mi- 
eration to the West. The Tariff policy, having a tendency | 
to concentrate population in the districts where manufac- 
tures can be carried on to the best advantage, which are | 
unquestionably in the Eastern and Middle States, and es-| 
pecially in the former, the time is not distant, when the | 
truth of this position will become manifest to the w hole| 
nation, and we shall see new modifications of parties an 1 
interests, which will break up the “American Svstem.” 

The subjects of an alteration of our gold coinage, of a 
national currency, of a distribution of the publie revenue, | 
after the payment of the public debt, of the establishment 
of seminaries of learning, of extending interna! tmprove- 
ments, and various other matters, besides the impertant one 
of the protective policy, will all present fruitful themes for 
anery diScussion. 
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which holds that Congress may do whatever a majority, for 
the time being, may deere calculated to proinote the gen- 


i thes 


turbances amongst the operative mrnuta 


»| for them,” 


Lands cannot fail to lead to serious discussions:! t 


The powers of the General Govorn-| 
ment, as construed by the Jatrtudinarians—that ts, the party 


eral welfare—are too ample for so extended a population, 
aving sucha varieyy of soil, climate 


, and habits, as the 
eople ot the 


United States; and any one, who shall cast 


vis eve over the detailed notices of the mass of petitions, 
uemorials, resolutions, and bills laid before Congress, 
which appearin the Wasinagton daily papers, will soon be 


‘convinced that the goverame 
itself to the leg 
it was instituted, an’ i 
exercise 
Jeheving, 


it can never get along, unless 

imate objects tor which alone 
to the States and the people, 

owers not specifically delegated. 


proces 


it connnes 
ave 
tiie of thie 


theretor , Uthat try iT 1s ot Congress, 


‘onstitute one of the .nost interesting branehes of informa- 


ir government 
‘ted as they are 
eFountry, and the perma. 
shall devote at i 


tion to the peopl ~ and that the 
ej] known to them, 


of the 


ac is of } Ar 


eannot be too W Conn 


with the future prosoerity 


anc vot its lnsUtulions, we si three pages 


ot our semi-week\l\ publication fo levisialive ifahisactions, 
ind shall,to enable us the betterto do tis, waive for the 
oresent the right we reserved to ours: lves iti Our prospectus, 
f ete. a portion of our paper to advertisements. The 
ublication of es port of the Heads of Departments be. 
lng now complet we siall conse juent have more space 
for that van ‘ty * editorial and selected “matter, whie h we 
are sensible ts looked tor by ourr oan rs, but which, thus 
far, we havonot been able to ove 








by the last advices trom England, to Ist December, it 


iseems that our Minister at the Court of St. Jaimes, had had 
several conferences with tue Secretary of Fore:gn Affairs, 
and that an unpression had gone abroad, that an amieable 
arrangement respecting the colonial trade, was likely to re. 
sult. Such an accommodation, however, does not appear 
to have met with the appro).ation of the restrictive party 
in England, any more than it is likely to meet with that of 


the restrictive 
have 


interests oj 


arty in this ee 


B 


ular classe 


vantry. ‘Phe ruterests of the 


people always in Great Britain been made subservient 
to tne 
in the 


svstem. 


nmartic 
United States, 
A short 


this sithreet, i 


=. and tt seems that we, 


, 
are aiso «! nosed to adopt the 


VW 


same 
will throw more heht on 
-cannot but think that if a liberal spirit 
should he manifested by the Brit: 
to a modification of the corn laws, s) 
American 
and tothe 


responding 


time we hove 
reel wre 


} (Ove ronment 


as relates 
as to admit ata moder- 
and flour at all times into their 
restrictions upon the colonial trade. a eor. 
would he f 
farmers and merehants, 
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The po 


tax upon the consum- 
ibries. 
apers of Manchester mive an account of fresh dis 
cturers. Every at- 
wages, excites a rebellion. and no one can 
wonder at it, who refleets, that the rates are already so low, 
that they seareely afford to the laborers, , 
curing the midst scanty subsistence. 


tempt to reduce 
the means of pro- 
And vet It is to this 
point of starvation, that the working people of this country 
inust be reduced, before they can enter into suecessful com- 
with the British operatives. The desperation to 
which thousands ot weavers and others were reduced in the 
early part of last vear, which impelled them to steal bread 
from the baker's shops, and to menace, with destruction, the 
property ot their employers, is still fresh in our recollec- 
tion, and’ we cannot conceive, how those who read the ar- 
emints of mobs par iding the streets, with emblems of their 
misery, such as human teeth stuck upon poles, with the sig- 
niheative advertisement of “to let, the owner having no use 
placed along side thein, expect to 
see, or should ever desire to see, a successtul competition 


petition 


could ever 


carried on by the citizens of this free country. 





The season of gaiety has commenced at Washington.— 
Already have splendid evening pari ies heen wiven by the 
M. rs of Russia and the Netherlands, and on Thursday 
evening last, the President’s Drawing Room, was onened 
for the first terme. The company was humerous, ‘and, ac- 
cording to usage, assembled at about 8 o'clock, and depart- 
ed at 10. The eelebrated East Roem. was, on this occa 
for the first time since the rebuilding of the Presi- 
dent’s blouse, after its conflagration in IS14, prepared for 


niste 


sion. 


the reception of evening company. 





In our last paper, we gave the Report of the Committee 
on Manufactures, mide to the House of Representatives on 
the 5th inst. upon the subject of the Tariff, in which it was 
declared to be the epinion of the Committee, that “it is 


inexpedient, at the present time, to make any change in 


_the existing laws intended for the aid and protection of do- 


mestic industry.” This opinion may be regarded as evb 
dence of the sense of a majority of the Committee, who are 


favorable to protective laws, and is important in one point 


of view. It establishes the fact, that the American Svs 
tem has been brought to a halt, and we consider that the 
friends of agricultural and commercial freedom, have cause 
to congratulate themselves upon this auspicious svinpteny, 
It high duties are caleulated to augment the wealth of the 
aation and promote the prosperity of the people, w hy hes 
tate to push onward, when the cry of all the woollen man. 
ufacturers is, we are net sufficiently protected? If adoub 


ling of the duties on low priced wooilens, be essential te 
' the salvation of the manufacturers, as has 


been over and 
over again proclaimed by their most distinguished elamp. 
ons, why not abolish the one dollar minitoum, and thus ae- 
complish that which has been the burthen of the writings 
and speeches of editors and orators, for a year past! But 
no. The report is question recommends an abstamng 


from ail movements, and as this is the first amstamce simee 
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Manner ot the Coenstituttor. 
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1816, of a hesitancy, on the part of the advocates of re- 
striction, to push still further their favorite policy, it may 
be regarded as evidence of doubt as to the efficiency of the 
American System, or as to their power to extend its deso- 
lating influence. | 
With these preliminary remarks, we shall take the liber- 
ty of commenting on such parts of the report as strike us 
as being particulariy open to criticism. | 
The Committee say, in reference to the applications for 
protection from different interests—“To do justice to all, 
and injury to none, was a delicate and dificult undertak- 
ing.” In this position, we differ from the Committee. Ii 
was one of the easiest and most simple tasks iunaginable. 
But it could be accomplished only by one mode, and that 
mode was to abstain from granting the request ot either.— 
If there be any doubt on this subject, we think it can be 
removed by a slight attention to a very simple illustration. 
A hatter savs to Congress, “I wish a movopoly—I want a 
law which shall prohibit all other persons from selling 
hats.” Savs the shoemaker, “I have no objections that the 
hatter shall charge every body double price tor his hats, as 
I only wear one in a year, provided that Congress will 
persons but me from selling shoes.” Says the 
tailor, “I will agree that the hatter and 
both tax the whole nation for their hats and shoes, provid- 
ed that an equal protection be extended to me, by prohib- 


prohibit if] 


shoemaker mas 


iting ever, body trom making clothes but me.” Cougress 
listens to their pretensious and grants them the desired 
monopolics. Now how does the matter stand? The hat- 
ter pays the shoemaker and the tailor a tax, upon what he 
consumes of thetr fabrics, but as a remuneration tor this, 
he compels al/ the rest of his customers to pay a tax to ham. 
The shoemaker and the tailor do the same thing. Now if 
this sort of protection, or monopoly, were extended through 
ie of e ploy meonuts—i each individual were 
to others as much as others paid fiiiil, then 


the whoie cire 
bound to jon 
the protection would be equal. 
one pocket, would be paid back mito the other, and each 
one, at the end of the year, would stand in the same rela- 
tive position, with thes ditherence, however, that each 
would i fewer of the comforts and 
life, than if competitnon had been i {t free. 


have ha 
But tor pro- 
equal, ail craployments must have monopolies, 
and as all ean not have them, it follows, that “justice to all 
and myury io nom an can never be the result of protective 
laws. Laissez-nous faire, is the only sound doctrine in 
such cases, and to that Jaws which authorize a 
dozen trades to levy contributions upon six hundred, are 
equal or just in their Operation, 18 Just as rational as to 
suppose, that 11 would be advantageous for a community, 
that every fiftieth man should be allowed to rob all th 
rest; for it can readily be seen, that there could be no 
equal justice in the case, unless each individual was allow- 
ed to rob all the others. Now if the question were fairly 
put, shall each man in the land be allowed to* plunder all 


teetion i> the 


SUPpPOs: 


the others, or shall each be protected in the enjoyment of 


his property, which of the two propositions would be most 
likely to be adopted! The answer to this, can be but u 
favor of the latter, and this is the answer which Congress 
ought to have given to the applicants for protection. 

But was “the tanil of S28, adopted as the best measure, 
under all circumstances, that could be devised to accom- 
plish the desired object!” We think not. In some par- 
ticulars it defeated the objects tor which it was ostensibly 
enacted. It imposed high duties upon manufactures, and 
at the same time high duties upon the foreign materials, 
without which they could not be made. It thus des*royed 
the interest it was designed to uphold. It may perhaps 
have been the only measure, which, “under all circumstan- 
ces,” could have been extorted trom a majority of Congress. 
But it contained as much bitter as sweet, as much poison 
as honey; and this sad and solemn truth, is now known to 
many, who, so far from regarding it as a measure advan- 
tageous to the manufacturing witerest, have stigmatized it 
as “the bill of abominations.” So fully are we of the opin- 
ion, that this epithet Is an appropriate one, that we do not 
believe there is in the whole law a single provision, which, 
by itself, would have had a majority of Congress in its fa- 
vor. And shall such a monster, without a single feature 
allowed to be symmetrical by a majority of those who were 
present ateats birth, be held up as an idol, which it would 
be sacrilege to touch! 

But “it is now the law of the land.” This unfortunate- 
ly is but too true, but we hope it will not long remain so. 
Indeed we think 1t cannot so continue for two years longer, 
if the calamities experienced in the manufacturing districts, 
be as extensive as represented. Smuggling is now making 
rapid strides towards a fixed residence amongst us, and we 
shall be greatly mistaken, uf another season does not wit- 
ness New England herself coming to her senses, and call- 
ing out for the statu quo ante. In that quarter the shoe 
pinches with redoubled tightness, as may be seen in anoth- 
er part of this paper, where we have given extracts from 
two letters to a member of Congress. 

The Committee think, “that any effort to change exist- 
ing provisions, at the present time, would be wholly unsuc- 
cessful.” That is indeed quite probable. All attempts to 
Faije il portions of the law, which have been found hurttul 
to particuler interests, would meet with the undivided Op- 
position of the members from the anti-tariff States. When- 
ever a sense of justice shail operate upon the 
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What a mar paid out ot 


necessaries of 


are fully persuaded, that there is not in the law, a single 
duty, which, if presented by itself, would not find a majori- 
ty in favor of its repeal. 


tecting policy would, eventually, be abandoned.” And 
with good reason. ‘The more its true character is knowa, 
the more must the people be convinced, that its tendency 
is to subvert the best interests of the country. Knowing 
this fact, are not apprehensions very natural, with those 
whose fortunes are placed at the disposal of the popular 
breath! And is it not a happy thing for the country, that 
the instability of the system, operates in restraining others 
from Committing theirs to the same uncertain tenure!— 
W hat sure guaranice can exist, in a representalive POverii- 
ment, for the continuance of a system, ascertained by a ma- 
jority, jor the time beliug, to be lmyurious 10 the interests ol 
ihere 
never can be a character of stability imprinted oa that pol- 
icy, Wluch is believed, by a Vast portion of the most untelli- 
veut people, to be hostile to the public prosperity, if pot 
absolute i\ violatory ol the tundumental law of the land.— 
We are not oj that class oi poliucians, Who hold that one 
violation of the Constituuon, is a legitimate precedent tor 
the Jusuilication Ol ano.ucr, 4nd as we belie ve , that the ex- 
isting tarill law 18 Opposca to sound poic), aud that it is an 
infraction of the federal Compact, we siail cver use our tee- 
ble endeavors to repudial ihe doctrine, seo conbur wily laid 
Gown by) the Comunitiee, Uthat “poling sikvuld be alvemptl- 
ed that can, at home or abroad, be COusiueiceu as piving the 
leust COuntenance to the Opinion or beliel, hat a hostile 
We ibut such a 
change will be efiected, aud we further believe, that the 
| pre posiiion iW cheet li, will proceed froli a poruoh ©, tiie 
ive ry iidivicuals, Who have, to Ubeir sorrow, iastened Un 
system upou themselves and the counwy. 

lunar port proceeuing troy, 4a Committee Cconlailing a 
liajority Oh ac VoCaics O} protective iuWs, We are iol sul- 
prised tO fing the failacies ol the resiriclive syslcin Peileu 
upon as arguments. We have bere the oid doctrine ‘ol 
loreipuers xt Lidsagy US ticle poous lor Leal bo boll, pre- 
The Committe are of opine 
iO, Liat 12 10 Was Ui uit bY 1OTeigh LUGS ai We were 


ine nation! ‘There cana be none, and consequently 


change W ili ever be etiected.” believe 





sehiled to Us US &@ HALON) * vil. 


not bound neck aud licels by the cords Of the resiricuve 
Ssysicis, Uiey Would ivice their tabrics Upon Us, “ich Le 
fis is all deiu- 
Porciga natious have no goods 10 dispose Ol, li so 


lOSsSCs 4G sucrinces be ever sO proeal. ; 
DiOli. 
Silly @ Dialiiier. Aue as to individual Wiahuiecturers, very 
jew of them could afford to play at se josing u gaiue, tor any 
length of tame. We hike WO KLOW Whether IL is 
probable that the manuiaciurers of New igiand Would 
ve guilty of the loily vi piving their pouds ior ial price to 
the 1alabitants of South Caroima ana Virginia, a Oraer io 
break Gown the Collon Mianulactures Which some iow todi- 
viauals have been there recently establisiung. Li so, we 
shouia like to Know how Uiey Would Colubine, aia how 
long and how much they would be willing to contribute to 
this prostrang iuud’ Lhe idea of such uciberate tolly, as 
shipping goucs to a known certain loss, ts a hcuoen of the 
Aierican System, and it has been so oiten repeated, tat 
idly persOus take it as a fact, which ought not to be 
avuvted. 

but the Committee say, “It should be kept in mind, that 
the detcrmination to protect the industry of Unis Country, 
as far and as iast as circumstances would allow, has exist- 
ed ever since the jormauon of our government.” We ad- 
iit the position, so far as it reicrs to the acis of the pov- 
ernment prior to ihe Commencement of the resurictive poli- 
cy, but We Geny it, as relates to a subsequent period. Dur- 
iy the torimer epoch, agricuiturc, Commerce and manutac- 
tules, Wilich Conjsointly Constitute the inGustry of the coun- 
try, were left in a state of freecom. ‘The agriculturist, the 
merchant and the mauuiacturer, was at liberty to direct his 
capital and labor io any pursull, which to him might ap- 
pear to be most advantageous. Duties were imiposed tor 
the legitimate purposes ol revenue alone, and were upon a 
scale 80 moderate, that no artificial excitement existed, to 
force into being, any branches of mdustry but those, and 


should 


£, 
ihey were not a tew, which the natural course ot things 
demanded. Lu this manner, the indusiry of the country 
Was protected. During the latte r period, On the other hand, 
“the industry of the country’ has not been protected. ‘1 he 
dustry ol manuutacturers and of wool growers, aud of on 
masicrs has alone received the protection of the govern- 
ment. ‘Lo call these few interests, which to all the inter- 
ests of the nation, bear an insignificant proportion, “the 
inaustr§ of the country,” is a sheer misnomer. As well 
night the hatter, the shoe-maker and the tailor we have re- 
ferred to above, pretend, that “the industry of the country” 
was protected by their monopolies. We know very weil, 
that the Committee had their eye, upon the preamble to 
the frst act of Congress, which assigns “the encourage- 
ment of manutactures,” as one of the motives of Imposing 
aduty upon cotton and woollen fabrics of five per cent. 
But who cannot perceive, that the imtroduction of that 
phrase into the preamble was a mere expedient to render 
palateable to the people, even so small a duty, and one too 
unperiously called for, by the exigencies of the govern- 
‘ment. Can any man seriously believe, who reflects that at 
the present day, when by the aid of machinery, the ine- 





'qualities of the wages of labor in ditierent countries, Is so 
North, and | materially diminished, and who adverts to the fact, that 


infuce its Representatives to propose a modification, which | from 50 to 225 per cent duty, is required to enabic the 


‘shall do justice to all,” they will find a host, ready to join 


-manufacturers of this country to compete with those of 


with them in releasing the country from her shackles.— | Great Britain—can any man, we say, seriously believe, that 
And yet, notwithstanding the conviction of the Committee, |in the year 1759, a duty of five per cent, could have been 
that any effort at modification would be unsuccessful, we!in any degree imposed for the purpose of encouraging the 


“Great apprehension has been entertained that the pro- 





growth of manufactures? The idea is preposterous, and 
this will be manifest to all who reflect for’a moment upon 
the fact, that at the period designated, agriculture was so 
clearly the natural and most profitable channel for capital 
and labor to flow in, that higher duties would then have 
been required, to divert them from that employment, than 
are required at the present day. Let the idea then be for- 
ever discarded, as unworthy of reliance, that the act of 
1789, was in the most remote degree, designed for the 
protection of manufactures. It could not possibly so have 
been, if the applicauon of means to an end, was a branch 
of knowledge possessed by those who framed it, and it is 
evident, that the absurdity of so musplaced a reason, was 
soon discovered, for it was omitted in the next act on the 
same subject, anil has never since beeu restored. 

In regard to frauds on the revenue, there may be, and 
there no doubt are, strong reasous for beheving that many 
have been practiced. Such frauds are as inseparable from 
hwh duties, as an etlect is imseparabie trom its cause, and 
it is by means of these very frauds, that limits are placed 
upon the power of Governors and Legislators, which res- 
train them in their tendeuey to encroach upon the rights 
of individuals. We have no doubt that smuggling is fast 
usurping the seat of lawtul commerce, and we are equally 
sure, that after it shall by a continuance of the protection 
which Is now so generously extenaed to it by law (smug- 
gling being the branch of indus.r most highly protected) 
become july established, it Can Lever atterwards be eradi- 
eated from the country. The moan whose moral feeling 
requires two hunered per cent, to tempt him to dishonesty, 
will, after the frst plunge, be willing to continue in crime 
lor twenty percent. And yet this unportant fact, so fully 
established by the experience of all Kurope and South Amer- 
ica, is regarded by the manutucturers of this country, as a 
bug-bear conjured up by their opponents tor the purpose of 
caciting their tears. ‘The time, however, will come, when 
they will realize the truth ot the solemn warnings which 
have been reiterated on this point, and will regret that the 
morals of the people, the only sate barrier against frauds 
upon the revenue, had been tempted, beyond what they 
were able to bear. 

In the last paragraph of their report, the Committee has 
thought it expedicnt to throw out a suggestion, probably 
with the view of quieting those who have been clamorous 
tor more of the “American System.” They say, “The al- 
leoged evasious of our revenue and protecting laws require 
an immediate and thorough mvestigation. If they are 
found to exist, the most eflectual means should be employ- 
ed to prevent them in future. When this is done, it is 
probable all may be satisfied that higher protecting duties 
should not be required. Until this is done, it is impossi- 
ble to determine how efficieut those duties may be made to 
operate. The Committee have already proceeded to the 
consideration of this subject.” From this, we would infer, 
in case the existing frauds should be found to be of limited 
extent, and in case it should appear, that the glut of the 
imarket and the consequent fall of prices, has not resulted 
irom evasions of the laws, as much as from other causes, that 
then it may become necessary to take another turn at the 
windlass. In other words, the hope is indirectly held out, 
that, at a future day, it may be found expedient, again to 
take up the line of march, and push on with restrictions. 
We think, however, that no such onward movement will 
be again urged upon Congsess, with any reasonable pros- 
pect of success. The Western States, who have now found, 
that they experience no benefit from the American Sys- 
tem, but on the contrary, a positive injury in the tendency 
it has to discourage emigration to the West, will naturally 
look well to this point, and regard it as adverse to that 
growth of population which they expect will one day trans- 
ier the political power heretofore wielded by the Atlantic 
States, to the regions west of the Alleghany. Judging in- 
deed, from what we see, we cannot avoid the belief, that 
the day is not distant, when a multiplicity of questions, 
involving interests of the most important nature, will be 
brought to bear upon each other, and in the conflict which 
is to ensue, we shall behold the American System crumble 
into atoms. For this prophetic annunciation, we shall 
perhaps be styled visionary. Be it so. We have no hesi- 
tation in encountering the risk of so being thought by 
those, who shall live five years hence, and whom we con- 
sider to be the only competent tribunal, to pass judgment 
in such a matter. 
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